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— sCommunicated ‘by the. Most Noble the Presipent, 
| eee es eee reer 
On the-a4th of ‘June, my *: brother having received the orders of Ges 
vernment to proceed to.Gerwhal, we left Seran, t (the refidence of -the 
“young Rajah of Bifehar) where for fome days we had remained in ex- 
pectation of iaftructions.—And croffing that pertion of the roots of the 
Snowy. mountains whence { Moral.Ca-Canda range arifes, and ke: ping 
‘our courfe down through the valley af Sambracet, we reached the banks 
- of the river Paber, and encamped on the right bank, oppofite to the fort 
- of Raingerh, where for fome days we were detained by the difficul'y 
-of procuring carriage . for ovr neceflary baggage, on the route to 
ee On the sth. of July, we left Raingerh, and kept downsa 
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+ Seran is ftwated in -jthe glen sbrough. which the river Se/:/ flows; about.3 miles above iis Aream; 
, #pon the mountain fide. 


- Moral Ca Canda is 4 large and very noble eaeautatt which Aretches i in a ¢ ntinuous but irregular range, 
_and under various names, from the {nowy mountains above Rempar and Sevan; que down to Jrkt, It ig 
an interefting range, becaufe it is that which divides the waters of upper Hindofan. All thefe rifing from its 

aftera fide, wing through the Girrg Pabers Tonfe and Fumna, into the Ganges and the bay of Bengat 
gehile thofe from the Weftera alpcat, typ by she Seclej and oe into the lai Ocean. 
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ward along the courfe of the Paber till its jun€tion with the Tonfe, and 
then followed that river, erofing it by a bridge of ropes, nearly 
to the {pot where it is met by the Loha Cus di range, which we crofled 
confiderably to the nar! hward: of its ftream, and on the gth July we 
reached tre villige Cot ha, fituated on the right bank of the river 
Jumna about 2 miles above its bed. ‘The fort of * Faunigerh is not 
fur diftant on the Oppofite fide, and the road to: Sirinagar crofics the 
river a litle way below the village. 


As I had much anxiety to vifit Fumnotrt and Gangotrt, the fourccs. 
of the rivers Fwnna and Ganges, (or rather of the Bhagirathi, the princi- 
pal facred fource of the Ganges) placesof peculiar fan@iry.tathe Hirdus ;. 
I profied by an opportunity. be:ter than could ever again occur, and 

‘parting from my brother, who purfued his way to Srinagar, took, 
with as few attendanis as was. confiftent with prudence and neceflary. 
comfort, the road whicli leads to the firft mentioned place.. 


10th Fu’y.—Luxt t Cetha paft g o'clock, the road winding in a general. 
direcion to N. E., following the deep indentings of the ravines and: 
valleys, that furrow the mountain. fide and pour ‘their ftreams into. 
the Furn2z, which winds far below; fometimes it is varied by fharp af- 
cents and aciccnts,. but keeps nearly on a Icvel till we reach a pafs. 
or gorge, named (/ hamari-Ci. Dhar, the end of a lofty” range that coming 
in a weftward diretion continuous from Buruftli-Ci- Dhar, ends in the 
Fumna. On our way to this point we paffed through one or two villages, 
but the cultivation is neither extenfive nor promifing. From this ftation 
an extenfive view would have been obtained including Birat, Badray; 


and feveral of the hills above the Dehra Dén, as well asthe extenfive 

2 ee eens 

_ * Jauntgerb i 1. the place to which BHutLBoDDaR Sinc retreated after the evacuation of Kalanga, and 
from wierce M jor Batpocx was repulfed by him. 








+ From Cotba, we had bearings of Faunt, Birat and Badrdj. 
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range, on which Fauntgurh is fituated, with a general: view of the courfe 
of the Fumza, from the snowy mountains to Ca Hf ; but this was pre- 
‘vented by a thick fog which enveloped the tops of the mauntains, 
.and only now and then gave to view a peak, glimmering through milt. 
From hence we entered.on a very deep def{cent into the: bed of a {mall 
but rapid ftream,- called Got'har-Ci-Ga- ‘dhe: The valley ; or hollow » of 
which this forms. the: drain, :.1s- fingularly formed -by: the meeting of 
two hills, or ranges by a {mail ridge, no great diltance from the river $ . 
and the mouth is far. more narrow than the:hollow above. It contains « 
the Bander-C’hat, (or divifion): and there 1s-a confiderable:quantity of. | 
detatched cultivation, wheat, barley, rice, cotton, and a grain, called - 
*,ina, refembling. bird-feed, . {cattered through it 5 the. rice here as in. 
| other parts of the. hills is: neatly cultivated -on- levelled. : dats, over | 
which water is -ledin {mall: courfes, taken from the. ftream far-above, . 
It.is a wild and rugged ravine, and the. hills. rife. very fuddenly. to - 
their height. . | é : 


Tue defcent from Chamri.Ca-Ghat 1s very irregular: and zig-zag, | 
' fevere and painful ; pafling through Co?’hal, a village deftroyed by the 
Gor@has; we crofled the Got’har nullah, and reached the village of Lakha 
Man’d‘a/, fituated almoft onthe banks.of the-river.« This villageis claimed | 
both by Gerwhal and Sirmor ; it cultivates the lands of each ftate, and | 
pays tribute to both ; it feems entirely appropriated to the: ‘maintenance - 
of feveral temples; and their priefts, and there are fome fine rich, 
pieces of land on the-banks of . the Sumna,, as wellas of a nullah, a fhort: 
way further. On, fet afide. for this holy purpofe ; for which the village 
is affefled by each flate. There is a neat. temple to: Siva, -a place. Of : 
worfhip to the five brothers, Bat’M SEN, ARJUN, Yupuisar’ HIR, SAHA] 
pro, Nacuns, known by the name of the Pandavan, a templeto Barrem, 
one to Parafuram, and: aniold.ruined one to. Mana inde under the name of . 
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Cedar, with fome curioufly carved ftones reprefenting the Hindu de- 
ties; two figures in ftone reprefenting Arjun and BuiIMseN, are res 
‘markably well executed, but their faces have been defaced, it is faid 
by the Rodillas, in an incurfion of old into the hills. One curious ftone 
reprefents in relief a large affemblage of Hindu divinities, among 
whom Ganesa, Dugca, Buavant &c. &c. were readily recogi- 
nifed. A narrow cavern leading under ground through the rock from 
the village to the river fide, ufed, it is faid, by the people of the country 
in times of danger, was fhewn us, but we did not explore it. 


Oprostrs to this village, Barni-Ci-Gad*h,a jarge {tream which has its 
rife in the lofty peak of Bongi-Ca-T1ba debouches into the Fumnu. In 
the Ravine we obferved a curioufly fituated houfe, or fort, built upon 
- afmall rocky eminence, quite infulated in the middle of the {tream. 
“Its name was Biraltu and it belenged to a zemindar of fome conle- 
quence, Bu u’y SINH. ® 


Our route now lay along fome table land jult on the river bank: 
pafling Bandergerri, aruined fort on a {mall mfing ground above the 
road, we defcended to Necral-Ci-Gadh, which ftream is faid to be the 
_ boundary between Gerwhal.and S:rmor; but there appears to be a fort 
of land debateable around Lakha-mandal, which contains {cme {pots 
of land, far richer than that generally met within the hills. Neca/- 
 Ci.Gadh is very confiderable, and is faid to take its rife in Z’hiran- Cae 
Tiba, nearly two. days journey tothe N. W.; its immediate banks 


are rocky and wooded, and much fine alder wood grows on them, as 
well as on thofe of the pte } 


Arter a fharp afcent up a bare rocky hill, a rough path along its 
face brought us to Baxc’hau/i, a large and apparently populous village, 
high above the river, and where we rested for. the night, The place of 
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repofe given Us was in a {quare, inclofed with a high wall, containing a 
temple to Maha’ Deo, who, as we approach the facred places, and the 
wild {nowy peaks, his peculiar refidence, ts worfhipped with almost ex 
clusive devotion; the temple was neat, much in the fame ftyle as thofe 
ufuzlly met with among the hills, with Chznefe over hanging roofs, 
“much catved wood work; and the doors covered with carved 
brafs. The village has the appearance of having once been more confi- 
derable ; the chief zemindar or Seana’ (ashe is called) when queftioned 
with regard to its population, averred that it had bu' 28 hou‘es, and 
might contain about 100 inhabitants; but. his anfwers were helitating, 
ob{fcure and prevaricating ; and I fufpect he believed that the quettions 
put were preparatory to fome affeffment or tax, which prevented the 
truth from being told. 1 fhould have thought the village muft have 
contained full 250 inhabitants ; it is not exactly a part of any purgunnah, 
Dut in fome mealure is auached to Rewuen. | 


Ar 7 o'clock next morning we left Banc’hauli’, and proceeded ftill 
along the left hand face ef the hill above the funna, following the deep 
andentings, and long rounds of the vallies, with various irregular afcents 
and defcents, till, by a very rough and-.clambering path, we 
reached the top of Gangani-Ci-Dia’r, in a’ point called Gangani~ 
Ca Gha't. This balcony is very highly elevated, and commands both 
upwards and downwards, a molt extenfive and noble view, though par- 
tially ob {cured by clouds; From hence we obtained the firlt diltin&t view 
of Bender Pucith, the mountain, from a part of which the Jumna has 
its rife; it fhews in two grand peaks, both very white in fnow, and of 
great magnitude and height. The bed of the Juma, looking down- 
wards, is narrow, deep and rocky, fave w here the few green {pots 
around Leeha man‘dal, relieve the eye; upwards it runs in a far more 
fertile country, with table land and cultivation on its banks and feveral 
willages; while the hud. flope more eafily down to a level part, CO» 
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vered with a variety of foreft fcenery, and {potted with fields. Further: 
up they frown and clofe, and are of darker-hue. beyond, and.above 
all Samnotrz towers above. the. clouds. 
_ A rocky, tangled and unfrequented path brought us to a further- 
ghat or pafs, where information was given, that.a valley of confiderabié 
magnitude lay to our left, ftretching from the Fumaa to the weftward, 
and in hopes of feeing fo unufual a thing in thefe rugged - hills, we 
left.the road to make the trial.” We were however difappointed upon... 
reaching the ridge, whence it was thought it might be feen, nothing 
appeared, fave the lower part of a ravine entirely-of the fame nature - 
as the reft of the country, and which has-here the name of Sa7i<Ga Tim. 
Ci-Gadh. Above it is called: Rdma Serai, and -1 obtained. only the. 
‘following particulars defcriptive of the place. ' 
Tue old and ruined fortrefs called Sirest, is fituated on a high Tyba; . 
‘of the fame name, at the end of the lofty range Ce‘dar-Canta; which:: 
‘ftretches down from: one fhoulder of Bender Puchh, two or three cos. 
further up inthis mountain; the ftream, Rama, has its fource at a-{pot. _ 
called Shealu, and is joined by feveral others from the fides of this as. 
~—wellas from. Srrcot, and from the range which forms the other fide of - 
the vally, called Renai-Ci-Dhar. Jult:at the-end of this. laft mentioned. 
range, which was in. view from the point we ftood on, the valley of 
Rama Serai commences, and runs up to Sircot for a .diftance of from 
65 to 7 cés, probably about g miles; the dire&ion, judging from. that 
of the mountains, and pofition of the points we fee, along. with their 
formation given, may be nearly N. E. and S. W. The breadth from. 
1 mile to 24, and it is level throughout. | 

Former cy this valley, which contains one z’at or divifion, was well 
' cultivated, and contained many populous villages; now like the reft of 
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‘Gerwhal it has fallen much to. decay, and: four -half rained hamlets 
alone remain; thefe are Gundiat, Perdt, Cimolt, ‘avd Cellar 5 ;- the two 
former are near the head of the plains. The whote(forms:a part of the. 
déftriad or purgunnah of Rewaen, and had beeri given by the late Raj. 
Parpuman San, to his brother Prit‘num San, who lived for 6 or 4 
years in feveral:parts of it ; his chief refidence, howev er, was at Gindial. 
The Rajahimlek frequently came here with his brothers hawk in 
the .valley;:they rode upon Gounls, or Bhotia pontys,’ and killed 
ee heat are there abundant. 

From: the foot of Sarcot proceeds another ftréam which ruhe in a 
valley, named Gadu-Gad'h, and which, after a courfe of about '6 miles, 
joins the Tonfe, nearly the fame diftance above Anhul, This is alfo 
faid to be a fine level, and formerly well cultivated valley, from £ to 
a mile and half wide ; but far inferior to Réma Serai, which feems to be 
allowed the largeft and finelt in the whole country, excepting the Din, 
and to have been confidered a place of delightful retirement for the 


‘court: in the days of the greatnels of Gerwhdi, 


Ruecawine the road, and paffing through the ruined village of 
Thallt, wé defcended a teep rocky path, very irregular and zig zag, to 
the bed of Sérigéri-Gadh. The mouth, through which the. water has 
forcibly worn its way between oppoling rocks, is narrow, and has pro- 
bably yielded to the force of torrents much flower than the foil of the 
rocks behind, which may, in fome meafure, perhaps, account for the 
fingularly different nature of Rama Serdi valley from thole. ravines 


which a. divide the hills, The fiream is a fine copious onc, | 


Te reck here, as well as ‘that we haye to-dayrdefeended, is princi- 


pally lime-ftone, - very hard above, and mixed with find ftone, That” 


Zz 
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about the village of: Benc’havl?, and met with.in-our afeent to. Gangént> 
Ci- Dhar, is alfo lime-ftone under, various fhapes.;.among others.is a cu. 
rious: concretion, #0. all appearance like the, irregular maffes of mestar: 
and gravel found in the wally of old. buildings; fometimes it: was of gréab: 
hardnefs and in large meffes, at others,. as if only forming into them. 
Common and micaceous flate are alfo-met: with, andia. very: white- 
foft filvery earth, that feels foapy between the fingers. The top of 
Gangani-Ci-Dhér exhibits. a, fingular appearance ;. totally denuded of: 
foil, the rock is cut into ftrange forms and. fiffures..by. the . action of: 
ftorms :—it is.a.compound of fand and lime-ftone, and: where there is. 
little of the laft to. bind. and harden the former, the violence of the weas. 
ther has worn it away:. : 


From hence, the road winds. pretty conftantly along the river bank; 
the heat was exceffive both in our defcent, and in the low: grounds, A. 
few miles onwards. we pafled Maungral-Gerh, an old ruin, which ftands . 
ona peninfular rock, from.150 to 200 feet high, boldly proje@ing- 
into the river; it was lately occupied: by DoHaman CuHanp,. AHMED. 
Sinn, and Davtar Sinu, who were the Rotillas. of the Raja: of: 
Gerwhal. The term Rofilla, as far as I. could underftand, is ap- 
plied. to a. fon. of the Raja, born of a flave woman; and this. 
refidence was entirely appropriated to thefe connections of. the. roy- 
al family ; it appears to. have been of confiderable extent, but cone 
ftructed much like the ufual houfes of the fmall T’hécérs we have feen. 
in our tour ; it is now however in ruins, having been burnt three- 
years ago by fome difcontented zemindars. Juft above this place, the- 
remains of a Sango, or Bridge, which kept up communication with the- 
village near-Maungral-Gerh, are yet vifible. - 


We paffed feveral: villages—J/ina and Bercot on the eaftern fide,. 
and Poét'ht (ruined) with ‘Sunaldi :(a fingle houfe) on the weftern or 
wight bank: and faw the debouches of feveral confiderable ftreams. | 
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flowing: from the Baugi and Sucral. mountains ; and: crofied: Bénél-Cin 
Gad h, a.large ftream, which has its rife in Sarulal-Ca-Tiba, about a 


cos. hence. © 


Tere is agreat deal of fine rice cultivation in the lower part of this 
my wich is flat and rich; at the time we palied it, the eepientars, 
were Saas in their Bieta by B ry Saad of Roalin and deneite 
men with their inflruments; who proceeded: forthwith to- falute and 
welcome the firangersi: The nativesiare remarkably paftial to this un- 
couth amufement, and fingers‘and dancers are met with in every vil- 
Jage.. Here the villagers appeared very numerous, and were particu- 
larly fayage and wild in their appeatance, beth-men and: women 
laughing like ideots) as we. paifed,., 


A snare afcent'up the end of Dhilu Dhar, and a fhort progrefs 
along its face brought us to the village of Duckheat, our ftation lor the 
night. Itis neat and of confiderable fize, and is one of feveral in this 
valley that form the chief part of the Benat That. From here too we 
enjoy a good view up the Bena/. valley, which, though not very: level, 
is remarkably well cultivated; much rain fell this evening, and our 
quarters were not the molt, comfortable, 


Hane feveral * Gorcha foldiers joined us, to all‘appearance ina very 
wretched ftate, and folicited fervice, at all events. protection,’ from the 





® (r was asus), during the Government of that peoples to riation partion inthe differedt districts, for 
the purpore of colleuting the reveuae ¢ and in progress of Hime, many of them took daughters of the 
semindars in marriage, not always with the good will vf the latter, but the connexion formed a tie bee 
tween the conquerors and conquered, which, though far weaker from the savage and treacherous n2~- 
ture of the pewple, than aaimiler one inmost other countries would have been, wes atill onan dur- 
ing its existence to-guarantes fife, and prerent the marder of the Son-in<law, |. Ears 
| Waewthe power of, the Gore’ has was broken, and their troops were taken Sara or scattered, 
these, in the-furthor districts (hus connecteds chose rather to domesticate with (heir wives and families, 
than ron the husard of reteeatiog through « country of ene eres wipe for revenge on @ tyrannical: 


N 4i 2 ~e e 
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violence they dreaded from: the natives, fhould.they be left.in the hills: 


after the Englifh might quit them; they excufed. themfelves from ate 


tending us to Gangotri, on the plea of want of arms and cloaths,; which 
we could not fupply them with; probably, they were nor defirous of 
a dong and fatiguing ‘journey, they therefore were difpatched with a 
note to my brother at ‘Sirinagar, witha few fepoys, in‘ the'fervice of 


the a Dar of Rewaen, » as a: ‘protection: from infult or harm, a teats 


. § «2 
en ne 


ely rath. —Tus ‘morning we were ‘sina by. Govino Since Bassey,:: 


the chief, es Fauj-Der'-Rewaen, whe: came to accompany and :con- 
dud us. through the diftriat sander his:direction; ke is:a-man of high’ 
caft, and confiderable, confequence,.and:has had the entire.adminiftratis:: 
on of the extenkive pargunnak of Rewaen ;:m fact, he thas of late: been. 
more like an independent Prince, than a governors for, in fo impracti-- 
cable a country, he could not ealily be called to ftriat account, either | 


by the RAj& or his conquerors ; he had alfo been on good, ‘terms . with 


the Gorc'ha chiefs, owing, we underftood, much of confequence, to 


‘ 








and fallen master. Others ‘too, in ike manner, thavgh not enjoying the secanity;scesnlting from any -. 
such tie, chose rather to trust to the protection of sqme zemindar, whom they might have known and 
perbaps obliged, end by whom they believed thei: lives would not be attacked, than steke thetr safely: 


on a more dangerous flight, Shaugh lass of property in pither pase aras certain. aa 


‘Thus, indivicuals of this wretched people were found in every district of the hills, and every one 
stript of bis property, even to the necessary cloaths to cover them from the weather. Many were still 


more deplorably situated; some, wounded and neglected, were languishing unassisted, in want even of 
rececsaries ; others had fled to the gungles, to escape the massacre:thelr comrades fell victims to, and 
had fora leiie time subsisted on roots and fruits, Even: the marriage tie did not always ensure good 


treatment; and apt gafrequently, when the terror of Consequences ceared, the zemindars reclaimed: 


their daughters, and forced them to leave their husbands, although the stipulated prices had been paid 


them, | Several curious cases were -referrad to. us for decision, ia which, of course, nothing could be 
done, but to leave the matter ta the. gainflaenced decision ef the lady herself ; and it mast be said, that : 


_ where the contcact mas broken, it generally eppeared that the toss of the money, the priceof thedes:. 


male, (from 12 to 16 Rupees,) was the most grievods part of the injary.: o That, they neverswould.vee 
stora, arguing, thet the contract had been‘ originally made lo great measure by torce'on the Gorc’ha side, ! 
and that one or two years’ possession ‘was seficient 4o cancel it, ptovided it wes. the women's mish’ 6: ( 


todo. Many however of these women left their families and country, and followed thé party,” wi 


their Gorc’ha lords, perfectly voluntarily, aud appeared not only fully equa! to the: fatigues’ of ,the:!i 
match, but were of the greatest use to theic hasbands, oecasional)y carrying their oan ane: ameye a 


cooking their meals, wheu arrived at the evening’s ground. 
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them ; he is a fine looking man, far {uperior in appearance to the peo- 
ple of the hills; who, in fa@, pay .him-much: en and feem quite 
deveied- to-hime . a Se 


We afcended the‘end -of Dhiw//x Dhar,. ar’i-croffed- it,;and reached’ 
the banks: of - Bedtar-Ga'dh, a large rapid ftream, in fize nearly. oe * 
to the Girri ; which has its rife in a high peak, called Bachu’ncha; we 
croiféd it on 4 very’ ugly’ *bridge,*catled *SiellAca-Sargo,--confilting: of * 
two pire=trées of ‘no very ‘large ‘ize; thrown--ever a deep chafm, ia 
which, far befow, the river runs with great violence, and which being | 
flippety, gave but ancertainm footing; at thé top ofa. fhort rocky af- 
cent above ‘this bridge, we reached the village Nagwan, which is of ref- ~ 
.pectable fize, and which gives name to a fat or divifion; here is one ~ 
of Govinp Butsut’s refidences’; it was" once a populods-and: tolerably 
cultivated divifion’; but moft of its’ villages are new in ruins: five ace — 
fill inhabited befrdessitfelf—Palu,-Shealwa, Curfalz, Than, ‘and Phuldar. 


Tue oppofite fide of the river is defolate and uncultivated, though — 
the ruins of feveral villages are perceptible.’ The Patrain: Nullah, near-"' ° 
ly ‘oppofite, contains much+level+land,. all now-watte.: - . 


Jusr Oppofite the mouth 6f “Bediar-Gaid'h; there {s ‘a bridge acrofs 
the ‘Fama, and otr the other fide, im--a- rock at» the foot of the hill, in 
the bed of the river, is fhewrra fpring of water, which:they fay is of 
the waters of the Bhagirat'hi, and of which the a tale is told: 


Tiere yet exifts near this‘a ‘place of worlhip’ facred to’ Maha: Deo, in 
which, ia the old'time, a Brahminf ef great fancity’ miniftered.. This 
holy perfon every day went to the Bhkagirat'hi, faid’ to be a full day’s: 
journey from ania to perform his ablutions- in its {acred ony tall: 

LA 
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‘great age rendered this exercife impoffible, when he prayed that fome 
‘means might be afforded him of continuing this act of devotion; his 
‘prayer was heard, and he was defired to drop his handkerchief in the 
Bhogirat hi, and whereever that fhould appear on the Sumna banks, 
there to wath in full confidence of that —_— of the waters of the holy 
Mtream. 


Tue Brahmin is gone, ‘but the waters retain ;their fantity .in the 
eflimation of the country, which confidently believes they are-the ef- 
4e& of a miracle.; a miracle ingenuoufly and fuccefsfully contrived, to 
‘continue to lazinefs or er ,the odour af fandity derived from pen- 
ance, without its a: 


From Nagwar we sineniiel at-times-rapidly, at times gently, through 
‘thin fir-wood.; and this gently rifing country quite waite, but once cul- 
tivated, and all capable of being fo, to the village pf Shea/wa, much gone 
to decay. 


 Crossixc the Cu'rfalavalley, in which is the village of that name, we 
climbed a ficep afcent tothe. gorge of a pafs, called Candu.ca G’hat, ina 
ridge continuous dome from a high peak, named Tuna/, From this 
“point, a water-fall below a mafs.of fnow in the Benderpuch’h mountain, 
gs very plainly feen, which we are informed is Fumnotri ; it did nat 
‘appear more than a long day’s journey from us. — 


TurovucGuH a-various wood of oaks, firs, rhododendron, &e. along the 
face of the hill, high'‘above.the river, we reached the point where com- 
mences our defcent to Palig-Gadh, which forms the outlet to the waters, 
of one of the moft terrifick and gloomy vallevs I have ever feen. The 
lofty peak Bachwncha ftretches a rugged ridge to the fouthward which 
joins Zunad, (the lower part of which we.croffed,) and by thefe ridges 


4 
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is formed the hollew of Cot’ha, the chief ravine of which runs down 
from nearly the top of Bachwcha, and is joined by fmaller but equal- 
dy rough clefts from the back, which unite their waters below, and roll 
a rapid.and large torrent to the Yuma. . 


' Qw one of thefe ravanes, are feen {mall hills ‘of ftones, refembling 
;places of worfhip; fuppo/ed to be the refidence ef devatas or Jpirits, who 
-amufe themfelves with inveigling away human beings to their wild 
‘abodes. it is fuid, that. beauty in either fex is the object of their par- 
‘ticular prediedion; that-they remorfeléfsly feize on any, whom chance 
or imprudence may place within. their power, and whofe {pirits become 
_as theirs, when deprived of their corporeal frame; many inRances of 
{uch occurrences were given: on one occafion,.a young: man-whe had 
wandered near their haunts, being carried in.a-trance to the valley, 
‘heard the voice.of his own father, who fome ‘years before had been 
‘{pinted away, and who now recognifed his fon. ‘Paternal affeétion it 
apptars was ftronger than thefpell he was bound by, and inftead of 
‘rejoicing at the acquifition of ‘new prey, he recolle&ted the forlorn {tate 
Of his-family, thus deprived of their only remaining fupport; he beg- 
ged_.afid obtained the pardon of, his fon, who was difmiffed with an ine 
‘4jun@tion of -ftriet filence‘and fecrecys forgetting however his ; vow, he 
was .deprived of fpeech; and as a felfpunifhment, he cut .out. his 
“tongue With-his own hand. This man, it was fard, was ftill alive, and I 
defired he fhould be brought to me; but ke. never-came, and I was af. 
derwards told, he -had lately died. 


SEVERAL perfons have approached: the oaalele of thefe Spirits, and 
they who have returned have generally exprefiled the fame feelings ; 
and have uttered fome prophefy; they aver, thar they fall into a 
{woon, and between fléeping and waking, hear a converfation, or rather 


@ 


“the gorge of the glen of Cotha. - It is neat and clean- and of confi- - 
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are fenfible of impreffions, as if -a converfation had paffed, which gee - 


nerally relatesto fome future event. Indeed this prophetic faculty is 


one of the chiefly remarkable attributes of the place.-- The officiating 
Brahmins, fometimes venture further than the-vulgar, and are favoured 


with Communications of future import. It is faid they foretold the mis- . 


cd 


fortunes and death of the late Raja Paxpuman~San;:the: lofe of+his -. 


kingdom and life’ at Dehra Dun, and-'the~ commencement: or -rather - 


completion. of the Gork’ta Raj. - ‘The awe.and-horror which the -natives - 


entertain for this place, 1s-great and. -remarkables. They affert the im- 


to prevent.fuccefs. : 


as 


-poffibility of penetrating the valley to any confiderable height, and that — 
“none, who had attempted it, ever returned without the lofsef reafoa. . 
“I believe the.phyfical obftacles to afcending the hill .would..be.enough. 


oa 


——-Fuly 13th.—From the nullah (which is crofféd by -a fingle ftick) we -- 
~rofe to the village of ‘Palia, where we refted for the night, and which 
is fituated above the nulla called Pu‘lta Gath, and not far below - 


_ thofe we have paffed, but is not: fo- thriving or: large as Duckheat, . 


‘—o- 


our laft night’s ation; it is furrounded by-a few fields and ledges 
* of cultivation which occupy “the remainder of: the. {pot. on. which 


the village ftands, but they -aré of:no great extent, nor is there 


“any more near at hand ; we took notice;..that many of the inhabitants 
were particularly fair, and they were-fine. tout looking..men. The - 
{cenery tn this day’s march has affumed a. character far more favage ~ 


than we have remarked ‘n-any: part. of .our tour; there is lefs wood, 


more rock, and the mouutains rife. more. fuddenly to their heighth, 


Lg 


without affording the poffibility of.. cultivation, even in the narroweft » 
| ledges ; the weather too is darker, and .the rain which. all day had-. 


~~’ 


_derable fize, and has lefs ‘the appearance of decay than maft of — 
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threatened, fell with loud burfts of thunder, which was awfully rever- 
berated from rock to rock;. and, during the night, more than once the. 
found was-heard of fragments from, the brows of the mountains crafh- 
ing dawn to the.depths below ;. aur quarters were good, in.a-tem-ple,, 
neat and cican,. and. fecure. from. the. weather, . 


" ‘We left Palia with a fine morning, after a rainy night; following the 
Pailia Gad’h nearly to its mouth, we turned to our left and followed. our | 
eourfe as before, up the river fide, afcending till'the path was from 2 
ta.3c0. yards-above its ftream; the read hence is.very bad; to Afar: Gad, 
a {mal}. ftream, that rifes. from one of the fmaller peaks of Bachunchu;.at 
its mouth there is a penin{ulated.rock. of confiderable heighth,: on which 
there is an old fort, called Afari Gerh-s the rock.is connected’ with’ 
the.mountains. over-hanging the river by:a low neck of land, which is: 
cultivated. At the bottom of the rock, and.in the bed of-the river, there 
are feveral {mall fprings of hot-water,. which we. went to-fee; fome-of 
thefe fources, we obferved, arofe with. confiderable force from ‘the furs 
face of the earth, quite clofe.to the folid:rack, giving a ftream of 3 ord 
fingers thicknefs, and. much.came trickling down from between the 
lamina of. the rock, of which the hill is farmed. Thefe Jamine are ‘in’ 
large white flakea,,and. confit, I-believe,.entirely of quartz; they form: 
an angle of abgqut 65 to-70;. with-the-plane of :the horizon. The water 
is beautifully clear, it is more than: blood-warm, and is ftrongly im- 
pregnated withacid: it-has:much of the fmell common to fulphureous: 
fprings, and is probably: impregnated’ with this: fublfance, and. 
with iron; for the: rocks around .were tinged and incrufted with a red - 
matter, refembling.ruft of ironmixed with:clay-or lime. Quite clofe: 
tothe, warm {prings, and.in the ftream they form, a-cold one: bubbles: 
up, but the mixture is fo immediate, that it Is impoffible to fay, whether: 
the acid, which it alfo contains, is communicated.from the warm water: 


, 


TB 
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its {me land t: ts, however, refembled the other, and arour:.1 ts furce 
upon the roci:, .nere was a collection of tcum, formed of eres flime, 
ard the red ecncretion, before mentioned ; this was found ‘4 their 
united ilream, untilthey reached the river ; from the manner in which 
this water 1ffues from the rock, it would feem, that 1's fource mult bem 
the body of the rock above, but there 1s no other a;.oearance what- 
ever to lead to a conjecture refpeAing ‘its formetion : in the courle of 
the Fumna, however, there are many fuch {piings of werm water: 


‘A ‘aover afcent and defcent brouzht us to 4 bridze, which, 
about a mile from 4fai Gerh, crofles the Fumna, here dis 
minifhed to a fmall but rapid torrent, The bridze is laid from 
one large ftone to another acrofs a chafm, «bout 15 to 16 fiet broad, 
through which ‘the fircam flows with a viclence that weuld quickly 
prove fatal.to any one fall'ng into it, Hence the road rifes cn the left 
bank of. the river, and -paffes through the fmull and pour villazé of | 
Terkcls, and among fcattered and ragged ficlds of cultivation, to the 
village of Cuphera, which has been a lar,e and ponu'ou: pl.ce, but is 
now in lamentable decay. . There is here a tcmple to Visixu, undet 
the name of Nic RAjA; and we found the villacers prepa: ing to carry 
the image, with fongs and dancing, to be bathed at Yumnci)i, an avnu- 
al ceremony: Heve.théshills about the river open outa litle, though | 
there is little cultivation or room for any. Paléa is almof the highett. 
village on the oppofite or right bank, and the whi is ti. between the 
Sfumna and Tonfz, faid.to-be a {pace of 30* cos, is a wild aud fav age heap” 
of rocky barren peaks, and dark impervious raviu->. Othe Tonje, how- 
ever; even near to its fource, there are manv villa <s, and a good deal of 
Jand' ander culture. The-diftance between the Juma and Bhagirat'hi, 








* This cistatice is in ail probability much exaggeratd, har aniformly fourd distances increased 
by report fraqaenily to near doubie the truth, ecpe-ially “hav the road was rifficuft: the (rue distance 
pechaps docs not earcced 25 niles horizontal dasiatee—nusy, probably is much less. 
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at this point, is aid not to exceed one d-y’s joutney ; but from Cur fal?, 
the neare(t village to Fumnotr2, the:country, from the one’ river acrofs 
to the other, we are told.is:very: difficult, and the road ‘much longer; 
three days’ journey, through'4 country in which there are no inhabi- 
tants, nor any fupplies procurable, forming a part of it. ‘This, however, 
we believed to be exaggerated, -as our guides appease quite’ afraid ot 
the difficulties of the hills, and: ‘delight in communicating their alarm, 
and throwing all obftacles in our. ways! ) | : 


{ f 


PorsuING our way along ridges of aude cultiv.tion, we croffed » 
the Changhal-ci-Gé@h; the banks of which are dangerous on either 
fide, and one ftep is p2rticularly fo, as the, path leads over-a narrow 
ledge of rock, over wiich another proje as, leaving a height fo infufis- 
cient, as to render it neceffary to creep, on all fours, to. pafs through 
the precipice: A circuitous d: Icent: brought us to the village Curfai, - 
chiefly intuins ; and aroad fimilar to ae we have of late been ufed 
to, brought us to Rand, the village where we are to remain during the 
nicht; it has been a very fhort day’s journey, and the reafon given, 
was, that no refting place for the night intervenes between this village 
and that of Curfali, which was ftated to be 8 .cos diltant, and forms 
one day’s work of itfelf. | | | ig * 


IMMEDIATELY oppofite to this village, there is feen the remains of 
one very wildly fituated on the brow of a precipize overhanging the 
— JFumna, fully one ihoufand feer in height. There Is a very curious 
windiag path-way down its face to the river bed; its name is Cot Aar, 
andI believe it was, and remains s little better than a den of thieves; | 


july 1ath—A PATH, very fimilar to that kal yetterday, led Us through: | 
the ruined village of Baria to the confluence of two ftreams, the Dé. 
can-ci.Géd’h and the Bhim.ci-Géd’& ; the former a {mall one,’ thé latter 
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is. Jarge and rapid, and little inferion in fize to the Fumnc ; it rifes in a 
ringe,, we are told,,that {prings from Suménw Parbat; and we crofs: it- 
on our way.to.Gangotr).. A ieep ‘afcant at-firft wp a bare hill, and after. 
wards. through.a fiae old-foreft, and. huge fragments of rock, brought us 
to.an open fpace, on the northern fide of a ridge juft facing Benderpich’h, 
From this paint, we enjoyed a far more perfe& view of this: 
great mountain. than. we. have. had, or than was. likely’ to 
occur again, and, though our clofe. vicinity to-it, and comparatively. 
low fituation, a& een for auplaying the full height, it ftul. 
appears: prodigious. 


Two lofty and maffy peaks rife high above the reft; deep in fnow, . 
from which all the inferior mdges appear to take their nfé; they are- 
canneéted low down by a fharp neck; their South and S. E.. 
expofusre is the leaf fteep; and” bears a great depth of pure 
unbroken {now ; little or no rock is {een, except at a few points in the: 
ridge conneéting the peaks, where it is too fharp and fteep for {how to. 
liy, and here it appears‘of- a red colout; ltere-and tiiere, lofty preci- 
pices.are obferved in the {now-itfelf, where the lower parts have melted. 
and. the upper mafles have given way, fliding down to the ravines be- 
low, leaving a face of {now feveral hundred feet high, and fhewing: 
the depth of that which has accumulated far. ages.. 


Tue formation and courfeé of the valley. we have journeyed. thro’, . 
and the direction of the ridges, as they break off from this great cen. 
tre, are from hence finely traceable, From a point of.our right, as we. 
look towards the mountain, a ridge ftrikes off tothe fouth and weft, 
and. ends nearly at the jun@ionof Bhim-cieGéa’h, with: the Fumna ;. 
this. ridge is called Cuilaru; to the weft of this, in our front, another: 
large maf; runs down, called, Damancands, and: forms: between itfelf 
and the Cailaru, a bafin whence runs a large ftream called the Odnia- 


A 
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Gunga. Further to the weftward and confiderably to our left, a range. 
-confifting of many high and Arregular mafies, takes its immediate rife. 
- from Damini Matha (a continuation .of Benderpich’h) and. forms. 
: the weflern fide of the valley, clofing up the..view ; between this. 
range, and Dumancandi, the Fumna i is formed, from many fources i in 
‘the fnow. The Unta gunga unites at the point of a level piece of land 
which ftretches. from: the foot of Dumancandi ; ; which jatter range , 
. forms thus the divifion . between the two bafons, and. rivers, which. 
are ae of equal fize. 


“Tue name_ set Benderpaci'h properly applies, only. to the highett 
i of = mountain ; all the fubordinate. analles | have names. inde», 


OI a 


’ -ortip to the goddebs, is. : performed. 
T HOUGH- only two are’ dese: the top. of Benderpiich' 1s ‘aid to he. 
: formed of four peaks, in the cavity contained between which tradition. 
-places a lake. or tank of very peculiar fandiiry 5 no: ore his ever feen_ 
. this pool, for no one has ever attempted to afcend thefe prodigious. 
- peaks. | Befides the phy ficr] difficulties, there i is one to be encountered, 
‘far more conclufive to the fuperftisious and. blindly obedient ‘Hindu. 
' The goddefs has efpecially prohibited any mortal to pafs that {pot aps. 
. “pointed for sil —— A fugeer, once in attempting t to reach Fum- | 
the {now, when he: heard a voice enquiring what he wanted ; ind upon 
“his anfwering, a mals of {now detatched itfelf from the hill fide, while 
the fame voice defired him to defcend and worlhip where that reited ; 
that Jumna was not to.be appréached, or intruded on in ‘her recefles ; 3 
‘that he fhould publith this, and return no ‘more - under pain. ‘of death.., 


hier ak as eee 


I fufpeét indeed that this prohibition is unneceflary” to: _prevent: an. af. 
iw - Beka: xe . oes aoe aise Le 1¢ ee 


® 
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cent, to, or near the top of any of thefe {nowy peaks. The extreme~ 
fteepnefs, the rugged‘nha-ure of the rock where it 1s bare, and the flip-- 
pery fmoothnefs of the {now, are, independent of thé extreme heighth,;. 
and fatigue to be borne, fuffitient obftactes. .. | 


Tie exiftence of fucha lake refts. therefore entirely on tradition: » 
and probably fome ob{cure legend from the S dstras; for it would ape+ 
pear that-all this mountainous-tra@ with i's various-cliffs and vallies, is. 
frequently: referred:to as the {cene-of mythological ftory, andto one 
of thefe tales, this. mountain owes. its name, . Benderpich’h fignifies . 
monkey's tail. It is faid that- Hanuman after his, conqueft of Lanca (or. 
Ceylon) when he had fet that ifl:nd.. on. fire, by. means. of a 
quantify - of- combiultible matter : tied | to his. tail, being afraid. 
of the flame- reaching - and_ confuming | himfelf, was about to - 
dip this inflamed tail in the fea to extinguifh it;. but the fea . 
remonftrated ° with” htm ,on account of the probable confequences, . 
to the numerous inhabitants , of . its- waters ;. whereupon, Harte. 
man plunged it in this lake, which ever since has retained the. 
name: — The zemindars, aver, that every .year, in the. month. 
Phalgun a single monkcy comes from .the plains, by way of Haridwar, 
and afcends the higheft peak of this. mountain,- where, he remains one. 
twelve month, and‘then returns only to give place to another; but he 
réturns in very forry plight, being reduecd nearly to a fkeleton, with- 
7 lofs of all his hair. and great portion of his fkin, . | 


 Leavine this flation we defcended a..wooded, and . flowery path,. . 
ctofling feveral {mall nullahs, and pafling the fite of an old village, 
where, there were fome fine old walnut-trees; around this, there was. 
fome cultivation, very backward of wheat, and a grain called Poferas 
and We {iw feveral’ very large flocks of fheep, the wool of which, like ’ 
that.of all this part of the country, is extremely coarfe. We foon after _ 


@ 
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eroffed the Unta Gunga, by an o'd and rotten but better conftruated : : 
Bridge than ufual; the river roars in a cataract of confiderable heighth: | 
a'great way below with much noifé. The village Curfaie is clofe to’ * 
this bridge ; a fhort afcent led us‘torit.” If is the higheft village i in: this’ - 
glen, and is fituated onthe bank ‘of the Unita Gunga, 150 feet above its ~ 
fiteant, and fiear the extremity of’ the plain before fpoken of, as form= 
ing the’ point berween the * fumna - and: Vita Gur ga.s this. plain is of | 
confiderable extent, it may contain:206 acres, ‘and “is well cultivated 
there were feveral villages upon it, but now; the remains of two, befides 
Curfalf, only.” are vifible.:.This laft™'is large” and: -tolerably, neat’ ahd 
probably populous ; ; but at prefente it is full of the inhabitants of ail the’ 
: neighbouring villages, who have bronghe thé” images of" their gods. ta 
bathe; The-chief man of the'village; with ‘the ‘pundits and brahmins of ~ 
Fumnoirt, attended by a great numberof both fexes, came out to meet * 
us. The pundit, a mean and’ dirty looking fellow, clad ‘with the reff int 
coarfe blatikets, came forward, and ‘infifted’ on marking my” forehead’ 
with the facred yellow, a ceremony which T° fubmitted to with a good! - 
grace as fo a higti compliment, and’ whith‘ was eagerly fought for by’ 
the hindu attendants, who; as well aé the Seana and’ moft of the village 
ers, received the bleffing after mey. j-and we > all proceeded to our’ 
quarters.” - | an 
Ty annual ceremony of ca carrying the’ images of their gods to wath” | 
in the facred f{tream of the Yurina, is, it appears, one of much folemni:’ 
ty among the ‘inhabitants of the neighbourhood ; ‘and’ the concour{é" oft 
people ‘now affémbled here has. been: bufily ‘engaged, ‘in. ‘doing 
honour “to ‘it’ :. They -“datice ‘to’ the» found: “of | ftrange ° ‘mufic, 
and get drunk 6n‘a fort of vilenfpirit, brewed here from grain rand | par= 
ticular roots, fom: ‘timies fharpened, as it is faid, by’ pepper. The dince 
is moft grote{que and favage 3a ‘multitude of ‘mer taking hands, fome. | 
times in.a circie and fOmetimes in line; beating time with their feet, 


a 
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. bend, with one accord, firlt nearly to the earth with their faces, then, 
- backwards, then fideways, with much grimace and many contortions, 
Thele, and their wild dreffes of black and grey blinkers, give a peculiar 
air of, brutal ferocity to the sifemblage. 


7 HE men dance al} day, 2 oi in » the evening they are. joined by ‘the 
gvoinen, who mix indifcriminately with them, aud keep. up. the dancing 
and intoxication, till late i in the night. a, 


Tey continue this’ oa worthip for many days; ; and in truth,,:3¢ 
hears much fimilitude to their general t manners, and. habits—farage and. 
inconfiftent, At, a place fo ficred, where there are fa:many. brahmins, 


apd which i Vay the refort of Pipys, pilates. it-might be expected, that.a: 
abies and ‘aufterities caplet by it, would. he sisticeieiles aie 
able ; here, however, t much i is met, awith, fhocking even ta .thofe hin- 
gus. who are leaft digoted., All clafles, and. cafts of people, brahmins, 
not even excepted, cat every, fort. of meat, fave: ‘beef, and I. believe 
fowls, and, drink {pirituous liquors ¢ even to excels, : F owls are in plenty. 
In this and the neighbouring villages, and they were even offered to.me 
as prefents by the z-mindars, which could not have been the cafe, had. 
they. been held in abhorrence. _I was alfo furprifed at their indiffer- 
ence, as to, what might have appeared, and certainly would, in the law 
country, be deemed pollution to their temples. They. themfelyes 
pointed out the outer-raom of a temple or. place of. worfhip for the ufe. 
_of the kitchen; and faw, with perfea compolure a muffulman fervant, 
kill in it the fowls, they had themfelves provided, and drefs them for. 
dinner. , I know not if the. place. was in general ufe.for worfhip,. it was 
old and 1 in bad repair; but even toa ruined temple, the hindu of the. 
, plains, would probab! y py more rc{peét than fuffer fuch aufe to be. 
madg, of it, The drels of the people before alluded to is, in faét, the 
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famé we have obferved through the whole country, after: leaving. the 


lower parts. of Sirmor;..a jacket or drefs of blanket, tying like the 
cemmon hindu avgerka, around the waift and open down’ the nght 


breaft, light in the body and on' the arms, but with fhort fkirts. all 
round, very ample, and: gathered in folds like the Scotch phelibeg ;: 
around their waift they- wear a--cemerbend, either of woollen ftuff, 
or of rope formed of goat's hair neatly plaited. They wear drawers: 


or trowfers very loofe to the calf of the leg, but tighter, and falling 
in. numerous creafes, to the heal; a piece of blanket ftuff, fomewhat 


, lighter than the reft, is worn round the fhoulders like the Scotch plaid, 


and is ufed to keep the body dry, or the head from the heat, a3 rain 


or fun may require; on their head they wear a black cap. of hair or, 
wool fitted to the {cull,.and ending ina {mall point. The wool from. 
which they. manufacture. thefe cloaths, is of extreme coarfenels ; ; very. 

far infgrior.to that met within Bifeker, or any of the hill ftates to the- 
weftwayd, which fometimes was wove into blankets of confiderable. 
beauty and finenefs., their colours are only two, a dark brown, and. 
the common dirty grey ; the former is affe@ted chiefly by the men of - 
fuperior rank and means; not a rag of cotton cloth was feen ; and the 


drefs of the -women in no wife differed from that of the men, * except 


that fometimes their heads were covered with a handkerchief blue or 


checked, and they wore beads of glafs or pewter in as great profufion 
as they could obtain them; and bangles of the fame métal of great’ 


fize, round | their arms and ancles. | 


THE perfonal appearance of thefe peopl 


of the Bifeherts about Rampir and Serén:;’ They have ftout well’ 
theic | | 


built figures are frequently very fair, though much ‘fun burnt; 


eyes of en blue, and their hair and beards curled, and of a ‘Hehe or 
co aa 

® They: worse fometning like 1 Pelticng “i of the trowfer, mich ne men di fled ins. 
1D 


— s 


e 1s much: the fame as that’ 


| 
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red colour. They feem admirably calculated to be formed into fol-.. 
diers for a hilly: region. Here and there traces may. be-detected of the - 
Tartar features, the {mall eye, high cheekbones and meagre mu/ftachios, 
but they are not fufficiently prevalent to give rife to the idea of any | 
confiderable intercourfe or intermixture. The language is ftill Hine- 
duftant, and though ftill very bad, itis rather more intelligible than 
that generally heardin Bifeher. a 


’ On making enquiry refpe&ing the diftance from this place to Fume ' 
fiotré, the nature of the road, and the poffibility of paffing the night 
there, we were informed, that it is fix cos, of very bad and rough 
road in the river bed ; but that there is another route confiderably 
longer with a fevere'afcent, which is fometimes ufed, when the river 
istoo high to pafs; but there is no place to pafs the night ing We 
however believed the difficulties as ufual exaggerated, and determined 
to carry the neceffaries fufficient to enable us to remain a night, as [ 
was exceedingly anxious to attempt reaching at all events fome elevate 
ed {pot on the mountain, both to judxe of its ftructure, and to make 
obfervations from. 


_ Tur morning was exceffively cold; the heighths were clear, but clouds _ 
hung all around on the lower regions. Leaving every muffulman fe- 
poy, the whole of the hindus fet out on this pious errand; and the 
_ Sumnotri pandit, with fome other brahmins, led the way: we paffed 
the backward and green corn land, and entered Fumna’s bed; 
the flream here is not large, but very rapid; we crofs it 
on a ftick, and the path here becomes dangerous and difficult, 
in fa& there is no track; but we proceededin the bed of the 
ftream, croffing and re-crofling it as the lofty overhanging 
rocks on cither fide ju:ted into it and alternately oppofed our progrefs. 
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By one of thefe we were at laft compelled to mount;: and’ {crambled 
up through a thickly tangled wood of foreft trees,‘ dwarf. bamboos ° 
and creepers, frequently beholden to the roots and branches for our: 
foo'ing, till we reached the point of a fteep crag’ on which is placed a 
{mali temple, facred to Boairamjr, The plade ‘js faid:to be half way 
from the village, and Buatramjr is underftood td be ‘the ‘avant-courier 
of Fumna, and it is hig duty to announce thofe who come” to worfhip 
her. His temple merely confifts of a few loofe ftones, and is not three 
feet high. There is noimage; but it contains a number of pieces of 
iron, with one, two, or more. Sharp. peints; fome twifted and fome 
plain; 4 final brafs canopy hung in the center; a {mall lamp and bell 
of the fame metal, which is rung during worfhip. Here the officiating 
brahmin fard 4 long prayer with fome fervency, ringing the bell. and. 
offering flowers, (which where alfo prefented by the attendants) thus: 
propitiating the deity towards the ftrangers. The place is curjoufly 
'. chofen—very wild and gloomy, 


Tue defcent to the river from hence is more dangerous than even. 
the afcent, leading in fome places along the face of the rock, where the, 
want of natural-footing is remedied .by: laying: fticks along upon the; 
roots of trees, or pins driven into the fiffures of.the ftone.. When we 
reached the river bed again, the laborioufnefs and difficulty of pro. 
ceeding ‘was greater than-below ; the water was more confined and the 
defcent quicker; the current more ftrong and the cafcades more free: 
quentand greater in heighth; while, in conftantly crofling and re-crofling - 
the water, its cold (having juft left the ice) was fo intenfe, as nearly to: 
benumb the joints. We foon reached the {pot, pointed out from bé« 
low as Jumnotri, but it was not the facred branchs. here! two ftreams 
joined the Yumna, arid the rccks are more open ; than below.: .Rrom. 
hence, though completely at the foot of this higher regidh of the monn- 
tain, the’ peaks of {now are. feen towering above us, :agescady :to), Overs, 
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~ whelm uss, and.inifagh. the bed.of the nyer is here opt up by. a. pre- 
digious.mafy.of. {gow, which, has garried.down- with ica mighty ruin of. 
rock and, foil. : Brom,: wader this. mals, of fhow one ftream 
flowss-and:just: abons the dih-paie Gunga, equal, to.the branch which- 
refains the nameiahtbe shen, rufhes, down in.a broken, .cateract from, - 
the. FayINgs of fnqwed Lane furning. to, Si left, and clambering, 


oS, Ze, 
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Eur fpot which intiillibiaensie’ in: fattia very fhort.: diftanee. 
fiom the: placed where the various. fimalk ftreame- which; afte]. farmed om, 
the mowuntainibrow,: byc the: meting: of many ‘naafles. of {now, unite. 
andsfall-ihtodibafop below;: ta this. bafoni however, there, wap nO ace; 
cels, tor-immediately!above this fpot the recksagain appreagh over the 
ftréam,: thougl+their -heighth.is lefs. formidable than:below, and bas: 
further progrefs in the torrents bed ;.a mafs of fhow, blocks up, . 
the further extremity of this pafs, and the river iffues from under it: 
beoween. the itwo- rocky. banks, the beeafi of the ‘mountain: appéars 
aiid: clofes the.-view, of vivid! gredn, and; furrowed by. time: into: 
num beriefs ravines, down which are feen: tacking the various; lourgen 

of this. branch. of the Sfuimnai. .. a ! 

. Pa. ee ol ee ee . ee a 
dav the place. where it is: ean sailed sbintior, the:.-vock | On, 
the N: Exdide. ofthe riveriis:very fleep, and feemsof the fame nature: 
ay tht which has-been: nonced: at: Ajani:Gerh, apparently. quartzofe;. 
and-chieflyewhite,: bat texbrbitung. a ‘variety: af; (hades.-and colours. , 
The : fisuctuse bkentbat toogs daminar, and fipui,, between: the lamina 
run: fdvesal; ftneans cof: wabm: Water. .There; ar¢ -feveral other: 
fourcts :.varid one: particularly; wheres fprngs.,.a..column of a: 
very. confideraig.fize, fituated is - ibe: bed’-of the river . between 
twovfurge \eentsgands over it, fally.a: fream: of., the, river (waters 
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This water is much hotter than that before taken notice 
of at Afart Gerh; as well asin greater quantity ; the hand cannot be 
borne in it for a moment, and ic emits a very confiderable quantity of 
vapour. I could not deteét the leaft acidity tothe tafte, nor any ful- 
phureous, or other {mell : it was perfeatly pure, tranfparent and tafte- 
lefs. A great quantity of a red cruft, which feemed to confit of an 
oxid of iron, with fome gritty earth, covered all the ftones around. 
and under the ftream, and was to all appearance depofited by. the 
water. Thisby expolure to the air, hardened. into a perfect, but very 
| porous ftone; whilft below the water it was frequently mixed with a. 
flimy fubftance of a very peculiar character ;. very tenacious ;. of a 
dull light yellow colour, fome what like Ifinglafs: it was certainly as. 
well.as the above defcribed cruf&, produced from the water,. for it 
covered the ftones, over which the ftream ran,.and was very abundant.. 
Thefe warm fprings are of great fandtity, and the fpot for bathing is 
at the point before mentioned, where the cold. and. warm. water mingle. 
and form a pool about milk warm. The fprings have all particular 
names fuch as Gauri Cund, Terbet Cund, &c. and as ufual fome, fu- 
perititious tale is related of theirorigin.. It is faid, that. the fpirits. of 
the 12 Rishis, or holy men who followed Mahd. Deo from Lanca, 
after the ufurpation of the tyrant Ravan, to the Himdéla range, ine 
habit this rock, gnd continually worfhip that Divinity; why this fhould. | 
produce warm water, is not quite fo clear. Here however, all the 
people bathed. while the brahmin faid prayers and received his dues, 


ALMOST every fort of ftone and rock, which we have feen in our 
courfe through the hills, is obferved in the bed,.and on the banks of 
the upper part of the Jumna. OF thefe, two predominated, that firtt ; 
met with in the courfe of the Pader, in large rounded mailes, was par-. 
ticularly plentiful, confifting or compofed‘of much mica, quartz, and 

1 E. | 


4 
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coarfe {and or grit with abundance of a hard black fubftance, probably 
hornblende. The mafs is of various, but generally great hardnef, 
and.I believe, it is a fpecies of true * granites 


Tne other next abundant, was that white laminated rock, from which 
the hot-water trickles, and which has been called quartz; 
at is met with of yellow, red and greenifh tinges, but always 
in lamina. Shiftus or flate, of every fort, micaceous, and ‘coloured 
of every tint, and of all degrees of hardnefs; grey, red, whiteifh 
and blueifh, is alfo abundant, and always plenufully veined with - 
quartz. This ftone, is by far the moft. common and _plenti- 
full all over thefe hills. There was no lime-ftone, evident, unlefe 
fome fpecimens of the white laminated rock refembling  mar- 
ble, be of a calcareous nature, which is not improbable; but I had not 
an acid of any fort asa teft, and have to regret my incompetency to 
{peak with any degree of pofitive certainty on mineralogical fubjects. 


_ Dorie the courle of our tour, it was peculiarly obfervable, that the 
rocky and more abrupt faces of the loftieft hills, inthe. whole extent 
from the plains to the {nowy range, pointed in anorth wefterly direc- 
tion; but varying very much, according to fituation and circumftances ; 
and that the oppofite faces, though always rough and eunequal, were 
more floping and le{s precipitous: tixs difpofition was more confpicu- 
ous anddi ftin&, the further we entered the hills and the nearer we 
approached the high rocky peaks of the {nowy range. 


Ir was alfo obvious that the ftru@ure of thefe rocks was ftratified ; 
- fometimes confifting of different kinds of ftone, at others apparently 
of the fame fort exhibiting merely this tendency in the formation and 
fra@ure. Thefe ftrata were always at an angle with the horizon ; dif- 


Nee eR eae raee antl 
* I chiok that fome part of this rock was believed to be Sienise. 
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fering materially in its elevation, but generally about 45 degrees; and 
moft frequently pointing itt a hne from north eaft, to fouth weft. 
This formation was peculiarly evident in the rocks — the — 
of this yore of the Fumna. 


Ir would be pleafing to —_ of the wegetable productions of this 
remote fpot, but here I am equally unable as in geological enquiries, to 
fatisfy {cientific curiofty. Thofe trees and fhrubs which are met with 
_ hrough the whole range of this hilly tract, are alfo feen here, and there 
are feveral additions, which could they be botanically defcribed, might 
be intérefting. Of pines, thofe which refemble the filver and fpruce 
fir,as well as one perfectly refembling the Weymouth pine with two — 
forts of Larch, are found; the birch, anda fpecies of the, fycamore, 
oak of feveral forts, with a great profufion of trees and plants cover the 
rocks and hills, to the extent of the woody region; the ftrawberry, 
both the common fearlet, and the a/pine forts, and fine and large of their 
-. kinds, with rafpberry and blackberry bufhes, were very abundant ; and 
here for the firft time I recognized the black currant bufh. 
The round leafed rhubarb we alfo faw, but I could not 
find, that the natives ufed it medecinally. The . Gork’has ufed 
heir roots as a poultice, to apply to bruifes and hurts. The pundit | 
prefented me with an herb of peculiar and very pleafant fmell which 
he pulled from off the bare rocks, at the higheft part of one day’s 
journey, it was called Mahi, and is confidered facred; it was very {mall, 
not growing above 2° ‘to 3 inches in heighth, with a {mall bunch of 
leaves refembling fennel, | 


Our return down the bed of the river was rendered fully more dif. 
ficult and dangerous, by an snoreate which-had en — in ae fize 


of the ftream, fince we afcended. ~ 
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SuppEN flu€tuations of the fize of the river are very common witt- 
out any immediately apparent caufes; and they are to. be looked for 
in the. changes of the atmofphere, which take place very: rapidly in. 
thefe hills, and have a {peedy effe& on the {now,. and confequently on 
the many fources of the river; partial falls of rain too occafion a 
quick, but momentary rife... Even.when.low, the dangers of the patlp 
are confiderable, and.I am confident, that. by. this. road, it would be 
impoffible to reach the place, was.the river at all higher than we found 
#. Though trifling in-detail, the obftacles’ are numerous and ferious 
in practice, and it 1s the firft day’s-march we have made, where I thought 
the danger and difficulty confiderable.. 


Wuen. we arrived at the village, enquiry was made refpe@ing the- 
route to Gungotrz, and it. appeared their were two. ways. The one 
would carry us back 3 day’s march on.the road we came, add. croffing: 
the country between the Fumna and Ganges, where it is. narrow, would 
take us to Barahat.on the banks of the Bhigirat’bi ; this would occupy. 
4, days, and Guxgotriis called 8 more from them, but the. road 1s ~_— 
eafy, and oe and neceffaries plenty. 


Tp other rouble faid goes over ahigh country, through fnow;. 
iu was. firft-called four days, but now allowed.to.be only 3 day’s journey. 
from.hence to the. next inhabyed {pot ;.the whole way defert and. 
dreary, but perfectly praéticable. But both Govino Butsurt, the Seana. 
of the yillage, and all the zemindars who knew the patlr earneftly difs 
. waded me from making the attempt. They fay; that during. the chief 

part of two-day’s march, in crofling a high fnowy hill; they meet a. 
poifon in the air, which fo affects the travellers, particularly thofe who. 
carry, laads; thatthey become fenfelefs, lay down, and are ineapable- 
_ £ mation. They cannot account for.this phoenomenon, but belicve © 
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it to proceed from the powerfal perfume of myriads.af flowers which 
cover the fmall valleys on the hill fideg;, but they themfelyes. arg nat 
apparently, fatished wath. this explanation of the diffiulty. 


On refleGting on every circumftance which had palfed, and weighing 
thefe now laid before me, I determined to attempt this dangerous route. 


— Fuly 16th —We left Curfali at 6 o'clock, and croffing the Unt ata 
_ . Ganga a few furlongs, above the bridge began our afcent which leads 
us through various jungle to Stnapali-cteDhar, whence a noble view 
would be obtained, but for the ufual circumftance of mift overfpread- 
ing the country around ;. birch-wood .was very plentiful on this afcent, 
little differing from the common birch of Europe ; the leaf is larger, 
though of the fame fhape, and it is not fo sapeat as. the beautiful Qf@ 
‘mament of the Scotch-woods. 


From tence we continued our afcent up a fi¢ep hilt face covered 
with hort gra{s, {mall mountain flowers and ftunted bufhes, which 
gave it a ftrong fimilarity to many of the brown hills of Scotland. 
And here-indeed I firft difcovered their own charaferiftic plant, 
the true heath, or heather ; it is not exaétly the fame fpecies as that, moft 
common inthe highlends ; its {naall leaves cover the ftem, in four regu- 
lar rows upwards, {o as to give it a {quare appearance $ “its bell is delt- 
cate and white ; andat fome diftance it is very fimilar, fave that it has 
not that blooming purple glow, that gives. the mountains their rich 
colours. Ihave feen it however growing among the other {pecies, 
though not abundant. Here too that beautiful bird, the Peacock- 
*pheafant was feen and heard in greater numbers, the higher we rofe, | 
and might have been taken for Groufe.in their own Heather. , 


6 
® -The bitd is called indifcrimina-e'y Retral or Mowal. by the n: tives, and is one of: very” vB-omann 
beanty. The cock bird has a bady of dark gloffy blue; the neck and breaft thining with purple and gold, 

ldge-that of a peacock. . On the head he carries a creét of feverak feather, which o a fhising. ptume 5, . 


1. 


ov 
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‘Tue afcent from Sénapallt, to Dig Dhar is fteep and irregular, lead- 
ing over many high peaks, and continues along the brink of a very 
deep precipice, the bottom of which was however not in view,. from 
the thick fog that filled the vallies and erveloped the heighths ; ; Our 
path is good but tirefome, from dipping and afeending frequently. 
Bender-puch 4 lies on our left hand. 


when flying, his bsck uncovered by the wings, fhews white; and he fpreads a tail of scddith brown teachers, 

«Hit note is a peeu'iag and very meliyw whiitle ; he frequents the higheft, coluc&, and leat acc: fiible peales ; 

_ and it appears that the higher we afend, «nd the nearer we approach the fnow, the more frequenily they 

are met with, the mdse numetous they ‘are, Yn ta-day’s march, we have found more than ou any preceding 

- ope; but they cannot be covfidered as atall abundant. The hen bisd is of a fpeckled brown colour, a little 

Uarger than the = Heath ben, (the female of the black or wood groufe,) and has much of her appearance, 
© Their fefh, particularly that of the young ones, is s Tery delicate, amd-bas much of she oe: Mavoor, 


‘No game,.of any fort, i is found i in plenty in-thefe semote hills; nor in fatt, ace any Species of animal ia 
' @ wild-Rate feen in any abandanc: ; but there ase feveral forts uf deer-now and thea met with, and of thefe 
perhaps the wx/é deer is the moft remaskable, They are fcarces even than other kinds, Becaute the valuable 

_ ding they aff 1rd, senders them an object of more cager requeft. 


The mofk, it is. well known, is opntained-in a-liquid ftate,in @ beg, at-or-aear the navel of the animal, and 
is taken from it juft as it is found, with that part of the fkin attached in which the bag is formed. A fmall 
hollow ftick is introduced, communicating wir to the-mufk, cill ic dsies, and the whole is tied” sound with a 
. fnew of the anigal, In this fase the whule {called a“ mufk_nafa ar mulk pod”) is fold; dkin, finew and 
all, for about «wice ite weight in filver, and is very highly prized in the country, it ie’ faidy shat the bag 
° containing the mufk, moft be extraGted from the animal, while yet alive; as, if he dics, as it, killed, -it diffi. 
pates, or is seeabforbed into his. bady, th: rcfore he is never fhot,. but fassed alwe, and jt is common, when 
‘e is is known, thac a mukk deer is on a neigtbouting hill, t> turn out the country to haunt him dewn, From 
the great value of this ¢ mmodily,-it is natural to fuppufe chet it is frequently adulterated, and: accordingly 
(, thie isdone by anjeing a portion of the animals blo: d into the beg, while the mufk is yet liquid. ‘Thus ia 
“gai abie shis drug, mach caaticn is requifite. “I: has been fuid, thar the qusnyj'y p odoced of this drug is 
* fmalt; the mufk pods ase commonly feat to the ehitf or raja, either as prefents-or at s-certain sate, do lien 
. of fo moch tibuces A {mall part is bought by the low count: y merchants, who find their way to the hills, 
' and who receive mot, opiem, iron, &c. &c. in return for the cloth, fagar, &c. which they bring; bot, os 
* the whole, there can be no great annual fupply 5 and éf the hills to the. feuth -caftward pérdace.the snimal 
. in no greafer abpadance than thofe that lie betwcen the Alacananda and Setlej, the market can aever be 
_ dopplied, f far lefs gluted, with genuine snokk, 


Another fort of deer is catled by the natives the gxrr’l, and thie is the-only ‘fort that has-falles ender our 
own obfervation, ‘It is dark brown and of the: fize of a soebuck, and:has horns = refembling’ that.animal’s, 
“i. from 6 inches to a foct in length, fharp at.their points, and songh at the lower extremities it is extremely 
_atlive, and.wat only feen opon improdticable peecipices, . — 


. Of other animals we onty few the herns, and were informed of their exiftence pon enquiry, to 0 which we 
were led by feeing thefe horns in large nombers hong op in, and shout theirtemples ‘Jhis is a univerfal 


.cofom, and every fpecies of animal that casrics fuch weapons contributes tv thus osnamenting thele holy plas 


a ~ 
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Reaching a point called Gérmu-cé-G’hat, we defcend into Ciurmi- 
wi-Géd’h which has.its rife by two fources in Mélasci-Tibe, and joins 
the Bhim-ci-Gda’h 2bout one mile below, to the right. A weary afcent 
and unpleafant path along the hill face, carried.us.te a point just above 
Bhim-ct.Gad’é, ime the bed of which we defcendeds; along a hill 
face, covered with fern, the lower part ef which was fcantily cloathed 
‘with fhaggy birch; from the time we loft Sinapali-cte Dhar, we were 
beyond the region where woed can grew, and it is onty in the lower- 
parts of the valley, juft on the nullah’s banks, thet we agatn-difcevered 
qt Te-appearing in-this thin Runted biroh. ; we have paffed much fnow 
dn the clefts and hollows, though the read has not actually led over at. - 


Tas Bhimi-Gadh-here, -islargerthanthe Fumua at Curfali, but it 
thas every appearance of having been temporarily {welled by a fall-of 
gain which has been heavy to.day.in the mountains ; it is very. muddy, 
sand extremely rapid. ee tk i | » 


Azithe-hifls here ‘Icem.abrupt to the fouth,and point -their firata 
an -diredtions between S, ‘W. 20, and §. £. 2a; inclined to the plane of 








— OL 
ces 3 even sang horns have their place, - One ‘fort we abfecved were very remafkable ; when of a mid- 
" «Jing fize, they sre-at leaft:g feet lovg, they grow near each o:hepet their bafe,-and fail backwards -with 
bold femicircular curve and diverging from each other gradually ; on the-anper curved fidethere are aftie 
. cnlations, from 2 to-3 inches diftant from each other, the whole way From } the bafe to the top, 
‘The natives {zyz thet thefe dorms see the paadure of en anise! partaking-of she appesrance - both éF the 

. deer and the goat, but more particularly refembling the latter ; that it is large, as. may be inferred from hia 
esos, and that it is only fosod-in the moft remote, inacceffible, and coldef parts of ‘the hills; that in the 
edepth of avintery whea-the veay vallics are covered withdnow, which-indeed -remairs on thoarfor. 5 or-6 
months, this animal comes down almoft to the very villages, with herds of other fpecies.; it returns as the 
YGoow melts, to its feftnefles, and about this feafon ir feldvar feen, The natives call it® Burr? s its tkin is fare 
‘nifhed cusioufly with a thick foft elaftick hair, and forms a comfortable bed todieo1. They are accaftome 
ed ta place its horns net only in temples, bat on the graves of fuch se were in their lives efteemed holy ; 
end appear to atrach to them fome myfterious charm. “We found one pair on our: route, which had beeq 
Placed at ahe {pot whese.a man had perifhed in the {now they were quite’ defroyéd ‘by the .affect -of -wese 
‘ther. 


EE SRS 
®* Baral, fee Mooxcuort’s tour, 4. R.Yol, 12¢b.; there cao be little doubt, bat it is the Argali 
woLemis ammes, — Secsetery. 
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the horizon at an angle nearly fimilar to that before obferved (45 de- 

grees ;) fuch are the hills forming the north fide of the glen; thofe 

on the fouth fide, prefenting their northern fides to us, are more round- 

ed and fmoother than ordinary, covered with green and brown, as if 
there was much heather; much fnow upon them towards their teps, 
and large fcaurs of black and whire rocks, ftreak their breafts, where 

the {now or thé rain. has bared.them. of foil ; the very fkirts, are’ fring- 
ed {cantily with ftunted wood, whence run green flopes covered with 
fern and a beautiful fort of thiftle, through which burft a-profufion of 
flowers of every hue, and in a deep. ftoney. bed, winding — this: 
green valley., rans. the Bhént- c-Gadhe 


Wi: continued along the ftream for fome time, and pafféd a fpot,. 
where for feveral furlongs the water runs under a.large mafs of fnow- 
that fills up the bed: entirely. Beyond: this, the valley opens. 
‘eut confiderably, difplaying a pretty wide extent of rich. 
verdure, though. fnow is all around; indeed for nine months 
OF the year, the bottom of the valley itfelf is covered with it. 
Thus no cultivation ‘can be attempted ; but the vegetation 
is rapid and luxuriant, affording pafture to large fiocks of fheep which 
are driven here at this feafon.. 


- We foon came to our encamping ground, which: ie near the top of 
the glen, a little way from the bridge of fnow. A-cave, under a large 
ftone called Bhim-ca-Udar, ferved asa covering ; under this and‘a few 


fimilar rocks, our party to the number of as or. nem, ,- contrived, to 
accommodate themfelves.. : 


We have reactied ‘the top. of the valley of Bhim-ci-Gad'h, and are in 
the heart of the fnow;; the hills which form the vaiicy, arecontinuous 
‘with the range of {nowy peaks, that quite clofe to usin front, bound 
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our view. A rocky ridge divides the large femicircle before us into 

two parts; in the back ground of that on the left hand, the ‘eaftern 

peak cf Bender-puch's rifles to a prodigious heighth ; while from its bos 

fom ftretches down a large hollow of deep fnow, cut into ravines, and 

precipices of a fearful heighth, The mountain itfelf ao one 
, huge fnowy mais, without {peck or ‘tain, 


‘Oy the sid Suméru Parbat, a peak hardly inferior to Bender-puch’h, } 
forms the center of a {nowy hollow, as rugged‘and deep as that to the 
left; from each of thefe, ftreams arife, which unite, and form Bhim. 
ci-Gadh at a very fhort diftance from hence. As we were but a very 
fhort way from thefe hollows of fnow, we obtained a better idea than 
we had any opportunity to do before, of the valt thicknefs to oe 
it has accumulated. 


Tue hill people affured me, that it muft be s00 cubits, while I was - 
loofely. fuppofing to one of them, that the face of one of the precipi- © 
ces of {now was 300 feet ; this {hews the opinion the natives entertain, _ 
but indeed only the wildeft conjecture can be offered, for what mortal 
can ever reach them; they are defolate, cheerlefs, and unapproacha- 


dle: 


THE journey of eetesi is the fir which has been totally defert; 
not a houfe,-nor a hut, nor any veftige of cultivation, nor trace of man, 
has any whee appeared; it has been defolate throughout; but the. 
hills have been particularly verdant, and the paftture very rich ; not 
_ only a variety of graffes covered thé ground, but a profufion of the. 
lovelieft: lowers burfting through this green carpet gave the livelieft 
effect to every flope and bank ; the beauty of the thiftles and ferns, 
was a confpicuous, and cowflips, polyanthufes, orchifes and 

1G 
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lillies of every colour and fpecies were in great profufion. Among: 
other fhrubs, to-day we remarked the common juniper, eafily recog-. 
nifed by its berries and {melL | 


July 17.—Tue morning was cold and foggy ; by a little after day light;_ 
we were in motion, and continuing ourcourfe to the very top of the glen, 
crofled Cénal-ci-Gad’h, juft as it leaves the bofom of fnow below Bender- 
puch'h, upon a bridge of ice ;. hence crossing the point formed by the- 
junQion of’ the two water courfés, we pafled many of the fmall ftreams 
that form this eafternmoft branch of the Bhim ci-Gdd’h, and commenced: 
a very difficult afcent along the principal one which falls here from a. 
Jarge mafs of fnow and continues to run underit; this. was an exceeds. : 
ingly painful part of our: road, as the afcent was very fteep and flippery. 
The ground was here bare and the grafs ftunted, yet there were ftill 
plenty of flowers; a. litle further on, vegetation. decreafes. 
fill more; hardly any: thing being feen, where the ground 
is bare of fnow, fave a fcanty green flime and brown mofs;. 
like that found on barren. damp grounds: A bafon or hollow was 
here formed in the: mountain of fnow, and the ruins. of the: peaks 
around, heaped on each other. It was exceedingly cold, and a: 
moderate warmth even, was. only. preferved by the toilfome exercife 
of climbing. thefe heighths. Many of the cooleys, and feveral. 
of. the fepoys, borh Gork’ha and Mewali now began to lag; and 
were hardly able to proceed, and every one complained: of- the 
poifon'd wind. Inow began to fufpeét that this fuppofed: poifon. was. 
nothing more than the effect, which the rarefied ftate of the air, from 
the great heighth.we have reached, has on the lungs, and this fup-. 
pofition I-wasled to frame from my own fenfations; I could hardly. 
command ftrength ‘enough to climb the fteep rocky path, and experien- 
ced in breathing much difficulty and oppreffion, as if there were an in- 
{ufhciency of air, Ido not. think we could. long have borne it, had 
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the afcent continued much further. In this bafon we paffed a fmall 
pool of water, held very facred; it's name is Mdtri.ci-Tal, and 
from it the chief ftream of Bhim-ci-Gadh_ ifflues: it is filled with 
ice and furrounded with fnow. 


From -hence we- pafled over another hollow and fteep afcent of 
fhow, which lies deep on maffes of bare rock, and reached the top of 
the ridge called Banfaré-ca-Ghit. The cold was very great, and it 
was painful'to remain any time in ina€tion, yet every one was indifpof- 
ed to move, and a-tendency to fléep was very perceptible. The mos 
ment that.any one who complained much of the oppreffion at breaft 
lay down,. he: inftantly dropt afleep, and was with difficulty roufed. 


Eating a-few. mouth-fulls gave a fight relief, but nothing materially: 


alleviated it, nor was any one free from the general fymptoms of des 
bility. . : 


Tr the line can be drawn with any. degree- of exaftnels, the bottom of: 


this afcent appears the extreme heighth to which vegetation extends. 
At.the top, there is not even the dull. mols or. lichen feen below; the 


ftones are bare, and unchanged, except by the air; and no fign of life 


appears, except a few reindi/s, and thefe flew together in coveys. 


Tus being probably the highef point to which. we were likely to 
afcend, I took particular notice of the rocks which compofed the 
mountains : -fragments.of which chiefly. formed the ridge we ftood: up- 


"on. . They were principally.the fame -as thofe remarked in the: bed | 


of the Fumna, . 


Tsar hard ftone? formed of white and black materials, and firft 


met with in"the Pader’s bed was mof abundant; micaceous fchift much. 
_ veined with quartz ;.and a fort of moderately hard blueifh ftone, much. 
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pervaded with fhining particles, and common in all rivulets at home, 
with feveral Jefs remarkable forts, lay in varying quantities all around, 
think alfo I faw that cammon fort called whin ftone, but in no great 
quantity. Durmg the fhort opportunities afforded me by partial open- 
ings in the fog, I took particular note of the neareft and higheft cliffs in 
ylew ; and as far as the glafs could determine or be trufted, th:y con- 
fift of the fame kinds of rock as thofe found in the route we have gone 
over to-day, and juft now defcribed; the colour, the fhape and fracture, 
is fimilar: white, red, reddifh yellow, black and blue, at times in {trae 
ta, at times in fhapelefs mafles; but the primary formation of the 
hills is always ftratified ; the angle of elevation, and the direction of | 
thefe ftrata, is ever the fame. — 


' Tue ridge in which is ‘Ban/fiirt Ghét, is continuous with Banfiri- 
c?- Dhar, which [weeps down to the fouthward in feveral peaks from 
Sumeru Parbat, and is thus conneéted with Bender-puch’h ; beyond the 
ghat to the fouthward, it rifes into feveral high peaks, and is loft in 
Bacri ci-Dhar, Panda Raffu, ic. The weftern fide is that which we 
afcended, the eaftern looks into a fimilar bafon to that we have pafl- 
ed, from the fnow of which Banfiré-ci-Gad'h flows to the Bhdgirat'hi ; 
itis fingular that on the’ éaftern fide there is more foil, though not - 
more vegetation than on the weft, in {pite of the aCtion of ihe fnow, 
which it might be prefumed annually wearing the mountain away, 
would leave litle on its fide but bare rock.’ 


. From this ghat the road wound along the mountain brew; with 
many deep indenting and irregularities, but with little general defcent, - 
if any, and was accordingly laborious, pafling over much fnow, and 
moift flippery rock, till we reached a pafs called Ch’hdya-cé Cénta. 


| Ci’hayaeca-Canta is the point at which the true. defcent commences, 
and | kelicve is Jitde inferior in heghth to Banfird cé-Gaat; 1 1s 
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faid that-in cléar weather, the plains of Hinduftan may be feen from 
Rence ;: but a thick fog, with heavy rain enveloped us at this time, 


and: ‘cothpletely bafiled the waccaie I had of gaining any ufeful bears 
ange 


. ‘ 
a 


A very fleep rapid and difficult defcent begins here and carried us 
to the fource of Chinpo-gad'h ; which is here formed from a numter 
of fources;‘fibm‘the'melting fnow. We’ followed the courfe of this 
fiream, rapidly ‘defceriding for avery long way, till it is joined by 
another and far larger one, called Rindi-gad@h, which has its rife ina 
prodigious fnowy hill named Dédian-ct-Bamec, to the north welts it is 
very rapid and impafible. .The _— where thefe. ftreams meet “is 
called Lama T’halan, and, is. _ lovely. : - 2 
2 de ee \ | | 

" Porsuine our eonet along the. united fireani; now known by the 
name of Rendé Gad’h, we crofled it upon a very large mafs of ice, 
which filled up the bed for a long: diftance; and a mile further, on reache 
eda fpot, thick in fore, which is-marked by fome very noble fir and 
| fycamore trees, under the fhade of-whith our-guides propofed that we’ 
fhould pafs. the nights and thus, the formidable journey which they’ 
earnefily diffuaded .ws from, and which was reckoned by Govina 
BuiseT at 40.,cos, proves 'o confift of not more’ than .27 * miles, 
or 18 Gos; a. diftance we could eafily.: have traverfed in 
two aays, but for the following . reafons. That: but few fituations 
are found where the requifites for {helter. and fire, maybe’ 
mot with, fo as to be fit: for a halting place. Bhim- ci-Udar being 
almoft the only one.; and even there fuel is dhly: a at 


oe OF the wheel ; one day’s journeys... 0000 seas cone ocovenes 10} niles. - 


ONE AittO, coes cove seve Coce cdee O08 Sesees ved ditto, 
heace to the village Sdc'bl, pope voce eves cvcscesecees g dito, 
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a confiderable diftance ;. and, that the fteepeft and moft p2infnl afqent 
commences near Bhim ci- Uder ; between which afqent, and - the place 
we have now reached, there is no {pot where seft, fheker and firewood 
| for a night could be obtained. Thus travellers muft remain the fir: 
night at Bhim ci-Ud@r, as the two day’s journies are far too laborious to be’ 
perfprmed in one; and the feverity of the feeand, : fully. makes wp ‘for 
the eafe and fhortnefs of the firft, both by the fteepnefs. and difficulty. 
of the country, and.the badnefs of the road, but above. all by-the: arti-. 
ficial fatigue brought on by the — of. breaft — we ,all felt: 
fo much. 


., Tue vegetable produ@ions of to-day’s march, though much of it 
was quite bare of vegetation, were very various; two flowers particus. 
larly attracted attention ; one was called the Gugu/ and grew fome- 
what like:the common flat. thiftle, with leaves radiating from. a center, . 
like the :reprefentation of a fan; inthe center, was a flower level with - 
the flat leaves, much refembling the bloffom of a pine. apple plant. 
This flower is held in high: religious: veneration. Yhe' other confifted. 
of a ftalk covered with large and long leaves; fomewhat like thofe of a 
primrofe s. ending in a cup-refembling that of a tulip,- but’ which was: 
formed merely by: a continuation of leaves of the fame fort ;- which: 
clofed round the ftamima.and piftil, forming’ the petals “of a very nds 
ble flower. ‘Fhefe.at their infertion were greenith;, like the flalk and” 
lower leaves ; but their upper parts are black and yellow, ‘and the cén- 
ter of. the cup is of the fame color, but far more vivid. ‘The hill peo- 
ple called it *Brrmah Caun/a, becaufe, as: the guide informed us, “ It 
was. as. the raja among flowers.** We could ‘obtain no explanation . 


‘of the terms, and therefore the application. oF the. name is not intel- 
. ligible. 
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; No living thing. was {een 09 this march fave fhe yongl, which lacked « 
aio in packs, and appeared of. enn fomemhat: different. from: 
ee. oe ee 


Sob 28. —T he naniian: was < mfly y : des gorge of vihank iaie. 
ws. however :diftioguifhable at a prodigions.sheighth:.. above .us}-- 
That. pafs;-we are informed, -was the {cene of a..great, battle -between:: 
the rebellious -zemindars -of .the. remote. parts of Rewaen, and’ the. 
troopsif.the-reja;y which, -to ‘the. amount pf. 2000,> were -fent to: 
ealleét.the: revenue, and pupith: the. notorious: and daily .robberies ; 
yhish were there committed.: ;The zemindars upon this foreign: Anter< 
ference, jajned and encountered the: weary and flarved: +F00Pts — a 
anne grouiat part ofthem,:. . A Pee 


aa. our ipkeafant grove, we: defcénded: quite .intox the: nullah'¢ 
hes, ans by, a rough intricate path through, thick jungle, we ‘euch’ 
she. Séa/ Géd'h, a rapid.torrent of the fame -fize- as, the: Rudi: Gad'hy « 
and croffed it by:a wooden bridge, whence a fleep afcent Jedsugx 4@° 
Candi-cé-Ghét in Gandi-ci-Dhér.. This probably ends. the detail:of ridges + 
which are thrown off. by Bender-puch’h, :and .its:-dependent? bills; and: 
which we have. croffed on our :noute during. thefe . two: alt: marches, -. 
The ravines. dividing.thefe, ali fend their waters to. the Bhigirath'f, and: 
chiefly: -bétween the. villages. Suc‘hi sand: Guffasee x bute:many’ -infetiog « 
ranges rife, which. frotch to the fouthward as cfat.as.ithe — 
alemanied fiver with. the ftreams they give birthitons, 


Seis this: cialis rk pbtained: a: setalal splinkpfe: ofthe - 
Bhégieht’ht; runuing far below ina narrow ‘rocky -bed, and the ‘enore - 
moufly tofty: and {arp peak: of. Sri ‘Cantay -diftinguifhed: between 
clouds, gavea noble: ‘earneft: of what the. view -weuld:-have- been: if < 
weather had at all favoured us, but saill again enveloped is. 'qnd: ditt 
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eppointed our hopes. We left our lofty fation, and’ by a ‘rough fleep 
defcent reached the village of Suc’hi,* which. is fituated near the foot 
_ of a hollow that runs down: from Canda-ci- Diir, aiid’ nearly'a mile 
from the Bhagirat’hi ; we have pafied through fome ftraggling cultiva- 
tion, but.the country has mich the air of negle& and depepufation, 
Some fine old walnut trees, and many apricot and otker fruit trees, fhew 
re the village once was large and hai 


‘ ‘Tue river-from hence appears inal as large as the Setle}, when we 
firft faw it at Ranipir ; buf its banks are far wilder than any thing. .we 
have-yet {één. The ¢hafrhin which it rolls ison a much larger -[cale, 
and the favage-roughnefs of its) mountainous precipices keeps pace 
with their increafe in fize. Bare rock ismuch- more predeminaht, and 
avood, every where thinly {cattered, {till more f{paringly fprinkles the 
gock¥-pinndcles, which'form but-one precipicé from their peak to their 
bafe ; fach is the appearance of the river bed viewed downwards from 
Such? ina seas “ little to-the saa of ee ‘till fhut an iets doting 
srrowntains. oe ae nis 


e 
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- adliciiaill willage, axe crofled the end ofa tidge a futle above it, 
and d¢feerided:to the river fide, at the lower part of am: opening in ite 
bed, of.a fingular:satare ; it meanders for more than two imiles ina flat 
@iringly fpace; which may vary in ‘breadth from ‘one sto: &x furlongs 
broad, Jift above:this, {pace, on the weft-or right bank of the river; 
three villages are fituated on a flope, damewhat lefs inclined. than the 
furiounding hills, and on which there are many fields of wheat, &c.. 
Precipices delcernt.on the oppofrte fide quite'down fo the river; at 
the dower jend of’ this fhingly dpace,- there is'a, flight waodem bridge 

ander wthich the river. now again Contracted, runs with great vielence, 
Croffeng this, one road lay along the bottom of the. precipice, where 
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_:¢here are many bad fteps; two miles from the bridge, on the oppofte 
. fide, the Shear Gad’h enters the river, which rifes in.a lofty wild range 


to the north of Benderpuch’h, called D'hum D'har,:along which there is 


avery dangerous path leading tn the remoter parts of Rewaen. The 


_ hill itfelf feems to.be an object of: fuperftitious fear to.the hill people: 


Tue courfe now was nearly eaft, and the road became very difficult. 


Two large ftreams join the river alittle wayon; the Génti, and the 
Hersiia Ganga The firft bears a large body of water along a mott. 
craggy and tremendous cleft in the right bank, and, we are told, takes 
_ its-rife on the fouth-eaft fide of a {nowy hill called Neel, forming: part 


ef the boundary between Rewzen and Bifeher; and probably runs in: 
a.direétion from fouth-weft to-north-eaft, or from weft to eaft, to the: 


north of Besderpuch’h and itsrange ; it is {aid to be eight day’s journey 
hence to the north-welt, the road through {now, and very arduous and: 


dangerous. The Bifeher men..who come to Gangotri and the neigh... 
bourhood, either from religious motives, or to {teal fheep, make ufe of 


this road when. the: feafon admits. of it. -. 


Tue Herstla Ganga, jult above the other, is of lels fize, thé¢chafm it © 
runs in, as wild: it has its rife in-the Qureiro range, and between it and © 
the Gémiz, there is only a narrow flip of fharo rock near their dee 


bouche; the gp in the river bank, that admits thefe tworivers, is very - 


remarkable for.its fharp cragzynefs. -- 


Just beyond, on the eaftérn bank, are'the ruins of a village named 
Cachaura, where once a Rana lived who held {way over all Tacnaur ; 


but fome qvricrel arofe with the Botias, who live under the: Chinefe — 


domini:-n at no great dillance from hence, and: thefe people came and 
' deftroycd the village, depofed the Rana, and demolifhed a temple, 


oe > 


which was in confiderable-repute, to the God Rais. The pandit of - 


ee 
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Gunzotri, who was ti € a. lutcy, cannot fay when this tc: « ~1-ce, but as it 
is traditional, and ubs {y<cies of information dies nut pear of teng 
endurance among this people, it may probably nat refer tu avery cue 
tant period, :The ruins -f the mat’k or temple, are ftill to be fken. The 
village /Dusaif, our ftage for the night, was but a fhort diltance ouwards, 
and wwe.reached it cafily by 5 o’clock. 


“Tais village, the higheft in the bed of the BAégirathi, ie firwated jut 
above the confluence of the Keri Nulloh with the river, end is ftated 
to be 12 cos from Gangolri: it furmerly was populous, and compara- 
tively rich; the revenue it produced being 75 rupees annually, of 
which 22 were appropriated to the holy purpofe of fupporting the 
religious eftablifhment of Gangotri. In the time of the Gorc’ha pows 
er, 45 were thus beftowed; but, by the fandii’s account, who related 
thefe particulars, litle or nothirig now arofe from this fource. Jul 
oppofite, on the other fide of the river, is fituated the village of Mué- 
abba, once populous, and of ils revenue (alfo about 75 rupees) half 
went to the eftablifhment of Gangotri, ard half to the catching and 
training of hawks for the ruj.’s amufement. - Now, the pandit and his 
_ family alone, confifting of about 15 perfons, remain of its whole popue- 
lation. The village.of Cachaura alle, ull lately, produced a revenue to 
the crown of 75 rupces, but, now 1t is quite defolate ; and this total. de- 
fertion or partial deterioration, 4s univerfalin the country, A village 
called Suparga, which formerly .exilled at fome diftance below, was 
prefented, it is faid, by Raja M&n -Sing:whea he came to bathe at the 
facred fpot, to the Gangotri.eftablifhment, Now the zemindars have 
totally deferted it, and only the name reinains, There can be but lit. 
tle doubt, that this defalcation in cultivation, inhabitants and general 
profperity, may be referred to the iron rule of the Gurcaa cop 
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Wauen we reached the village, no male ishabitants were to be 
‘feen, [ ve a few old drahmins and Cecrenid old men, who, with the 
«women aud children, remained in the hou‘es. [Iu anfwer to our enqui- 
ry, as to where the others were—we were read ly and unhefitatingly an- 
fwered, “ that they had gone to buy corn, or to fteal fheep ;” and in a 
tone, that proved they thouzht this a piece of bufinels, too ordina ry 
and common to conceal. 


From the defcriptions attempted of the nature and appearance of 
the Sumna’s banks, if may be conceived, that nothing wilder or more 
impratticable could well prefent itfelf to the traveller, than the fcenes 
they afford; and I confefs, that while viewing them, this was my own 
' idea. Neverthelefs, it is certain, that the charaGer of the mountains 
awhich form that part af the Bhagtrat’hi’s banks, we have paffed today, 
differs from that of any yet feen, and is marked by. features ftill more 
sugged and inacceflible. 


‘THE common drefs is here the fame as that in ufe at Curfali—blanke 
ets of black ar grey wool. 


‘Jusr at the entrance of the village, I was firuck by the fight of a 
goofberry bufh, a plant we had long looked for, without fuccefs; it 
was growing in a negle@ed fiate, but there was fruit upon it nearly ripe, 
though {mall and four, and there could be no doubt of the identity af 
the plant; this nearly completes the.lifL of the common Englifh garden 
fruits, found inthe -hills.* 








* iene. when settled for the night, enquiries were made. respecti cs the roads, which lead from this 
point to Kadarindéih on the one hand by Gédér—and to Burassé, near th- head of the Tonse, on the 
Others beth across the suowy hills; as well as respecting what Pass-s there. might be in this neighboure 
-hood through them to the Chinese domiuions, the boundaries of which,-I l-arnt, commenced at no great 
distances aad having anders'ood that two Bhottas, inhabitants of a village within the Chinces territories, — 
, Were in the neighbouihood, | desired (bey wight be brought for the parpose of questioning them, ' 
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. Suly 169th.—A mifty morning fucceeded-a. night.of -drizzing rain;. 
and we fet off for Gangolri about 7- o'clock; the diftance we were. told’ 


i 

There are in troth no roads from hence, save that by which we came, that lead through any practi 
cable, or-indeed to any iphabitable country-ia the fitst iastance Bat there are, a has been before re. 
marked, paths which.are used hy travellers for shortness, oF by thieves on their excursions to plufider 
neighbouring districts of their sheep and cattle, daring a few ef the sammer months, whes the snow- 
has lessened ::and thas frequens!y a-prodigiogs rooad-is-cat: offifrom-a jaurpey, where the usual low - 
road te taken. For, io these hills, places that are in fact very close to each other, are moved to a tea 
or twelve day’s journey, by te imperious oature of the country, and this is well exemplifiéd in the re. 
lative positions of Gang otri, Cédarnéth, aod Badarina'th, which all lie in one ridge of hills: and of * | 
which, the first and secood ar@.oot, in truth, 12 te 15 horigontel miles distant, while the second and-- 
last are still more near, Yet taking even the shortest: route, and going = (he longest marches, ten or. 
twelve days are- requisite to trarel from Gangolrs to Cédaendth, because.a very long sound is taken . 
to avoid mountains totally impracticable. Of this road, 1 could gain no distinct information; 50 one 
bere had ever at-empted it, but it is described as worse then that from Jumnotri-to Suchi, and exe 
tending to fully eight days, duriog which co habi(atian or trace.of man is seen, aud snow is. chiefly pre« 
domjnant.. There is.neither shelter cor wood. 


The.lower rosd by Cachaur is eveo more tedious, and isin fact equivalent to going down the one 
river, and up-the other, for it passes within one dey’s march of S'rinagar. 


From zbis ioformatinn, lesufficient es.it-was, we ware obliged to abandon the idenentertained of visits 
jug Cédérndth and Bada: indsh on this occsion, for oar time was too limited to take the lower and 
giore.easy road, and. 1 feared the upper and desert ove, on account of -tbe people who were elieasdy 
much exhausted by dally. marching for a month running, and on whom eveo (wo night’s exp sare. 
had made a.considerabls impressioa. When this was evident, and wheo it was considered that this - 
exposure-wonld be.prolonged io at least Sdays, dusing which the colt and fatigue. weald at least equal 
that of the (wo gone by, without the means of procaring wood to warm them, end that it would be nee - 
cessery (o carry provisions for these 8 days along with us, while procuring porters was a very dubievs | 
matter ; it may pot, under these considerations, appear vonecessary to have abandoned the further proc. 
secution of-our intentions, eud L with much relactance did so. 

Similar iu its natuse to these desert roads, bat perhaps more dangeroos-and dismal, is that which leads - 
alung Shear Gad’h, and acruss Dhtm Dhar to-Barass, one of the remotes! disjsions of Rewaen; of this 
seule, the following accayot was ebtained : it is whol'y desest, and at all seasons lics chiefly through | 
snow ; proceeding up the raviue of Shear Gad’h by a steep and rough ascent, a more level part is gaine 
ed, which leeds. to-the-usual resting p'ace, a cave ; the whole distance only ebowt 4-cos,.and the latter: 
part entirely. throvgh sno we The 2d. deys journey is of nearly the same length, and like the first, io a 
direct northerly course, bay ng Benderpuch’h on the left hand to (he gouth westward, while on every 
band, daring the dey, nothing is seen but wastes of. snow aod sharp rock ia high bare peaks; the ope 
pression-at the chest aad dffoulty of brea hing continues great ail this day, aud the resting place is a 
careinthe snow, The 3d caries the traveller aeruse the. Dhum D’ har, at the point where the rivee 


’ Tonse arises from-its west side ; ead following its course fora cog, be reaches @ cave jo i's Darke, name 


ed Thagur Sais, The lat.er part of the de:ernt is to the-north west. From this place o.iay%s jours. 
ney carries him in aseuth west dircetion along the Jonse, to Usiah, the fiat village la Barrassu; 
ove cos below Usiah, the village Gangar .is sisuated in a southerly direction, a little to the.south east 
of which is Dhaimere. Another person made this journey ia 3 days, reaching Thagur Sulu the 2d 
day, and Uslah the 3 ; he calls the distance of the firat day’s journey & to 9 long cos, cutirely to (he. 
porib, save the Jatter cos, Wi hich tends westerly: . 
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is 12 cos. Several points were to be arranged before we began our 
march ; the brahmins requefted that no muffulman might be allowed 


meme elly 











The direction of the extensive and lofty rarge of Dhkum D’har is certainly very near north and soath, 
and it is nearly as certain, from the accoatts of every ove who was interrogated, that the Zonse arises 
far north, on its western face, aud thas has a course from considerably to the north of the Jumna. 


As no wood is to be found on such routes, those who travel along the higher and more inclement 
regions of the hills, sre-u der the necessity of carrying blankets to protect them from the rigour of the 
cold whiie they lay in holes in the suow, or ander stones, and eat food raw,-or previously dressed; and 
‘this is nrobanly by no weins an uncommon mode of travelling, for there is a road from Biseher, and 
particularly from the renioter provinces of that state, to Badartnach and Cedar, that leys‘entirely be. 
hind the ranges of b:tis ia sight from here, a id of which very little cau possibly pass near the habita. 
tions of men: this is frequented both for purposes of devotion, and Of trafficin salt and wool, The 
route adverted to in the narrative, leading along the hill of Nehel, and dewa the Ghumti Ganga, ts 
probably a path divergiog from this route to Bavarinath, and indeed it is evident that the mountains 
are pervaded in every direction by smiler cuts, though te the-eve of the traveller they spprar :mpan 
. sible. . 

It is related, that about $5 years ago, a band of “4 or FOO mea, from Bharassu,'and the remoter 
parts of Gerwhal, made ana incursion through.the hills into the Chinese territory, witha view to plune 
der. I could obtaio no particulars relating to their raute, or to the time it occupied, bat they effected 
‘their purpose, briogiog’back a good many sheep. ‘If this be a fact, it corroborates the idea that there 
‘are mwepy mere passes through the Himalaya range, than have come to our knowledge, or tian ate 

+ generally supposed, throuzh which it is practicable to convey at least smait anieuls. 

Further iiformation-was sought respecting these passes, aud the Chinese territories, by questioning 
“he two: Bhotias who were brought tous at Darali; they were however persons from whom much 
could net':be expected; they were poor inhabitants of a reiserable village, and had never travelled 

* -mach 5 whatthey did koow, hewever, they communicated in a way that thewed tiey did not wat 
acateness,and that they uaderstood the object-we had iu view iu interrogating theul;aud beiag treated 

kindly »were:well pleased to give satisfaction. ‘They spoke a broken sort of Hindustani, acquired th 
their iateccourse-with the hill people, but (a.ir owa lengaage was perfectly distinct ia every sespect. 


They stated that they were inhabitants of the village of Ciounsah consisting of a few poor houses 
‘Go the purgunagh or district of Ghapring ; thc chief officer (ur sudadar, as they called him) is nnm- 
ed Carex. ‘Tbis village they siate to be about one months journey from hence, at the rate of 9 to 
12 cos per day; but they evidently bave uo very definite notion of a cos. 1 suspect their journeys 
do not exceed 6 to 8 miles; s« metemes for less, as they travel over a yery dificolt country, and go 
very slowly. They sepresent the read as exceed.nyly bad: it lies for 10 days along the bed. of tlie 
Jahnevt, traciog it to its source, which lies lualovy hill called by them Sanctdas; and its Course Is 
very winding, but chiefly from theesstward, Avother stream takes itv tise from Sanciieu, which 
-raus te Bischer, and debouches into the Seticy, at a placethey calied Holle. ‘The name of this sttcam, 
they call Lingesn Kaéd, 
Chaprafg isa large towd, siteated in a ptain where there is nothing but short gtass ; no whol of 
-any sort, It is one month's journey from their villege, io a northerly directions one day’s march, 
through snow and through bills, all very: bad aud efgged road, the :o:¢ a level plaiu, Ta the course of 
this jonrney, they passthe Seties river by a sango or wooden bridge; itis even then of considerable 
size, and it goes uuder the name of Lang-gin-T’hang: but they kuow it to be the seme stream, 
which, ia Béscher, is called Satudra os detlez. 


IK 
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to pals the village, which, indeed, was a meafure I meant tohave adoptec:= 
unafked, and therefore at ence agreed to. The fandit.alfoareprefented v 


From Chaprang ‘o Garg is one month’s journey also, the.rodd laying in a northesly direction along 
a perfect grassy plaig, with maoy shawl gogts and sheep grazing on it; they are in abandence both at.: 
Chaprang and Gara, Between these two places. is situated the city. of Tuling, through which thas - 
road lies, and which they describe as large, and where a grand Lama ‘resides.. | 








It-has been universally foyad, that the hill people exaz;je.ete distances when ¢tatiog themin cos, - 
and lead one to suppose that their day’s marches are very long ones, when in (ect they are exceeding. 
ly shorts aod this frequently happens, from the exceedingly difficult nature of the country and roada - 
that lead across it. Thas, I believe that, if an average of. §1 mies be allowed for the day’s journey: 
in these difficult roads, it will be found fully equal to the truth; this would make thé coaese of tha - 
Fahnevt 55 miles, and the direction is probably from N..E. 6) to N. E80, Bat, as ittaros much” - 
ina winding channel, and the road ascends aod descends, full one-third may be takes from thet scene, 
aud that is eren too little. This would place the source sbout 37 miles to the N. E. 70 of Bhairame> 
ghati; and, following the, same, reasoning, the village Chounsah may be double the distancefurther: . 
in the same direction, taking a few more miles fram it, on account of greater ascents and deflex?ons: 
than are to be met within a river’s coarse—say one. third ; leaving 77 miles further, or 114 from: 
Beriramghali. Chaprang is said to be -enother months journey ta the N.- 6 of which ‘through 
bills, equal to dbout $3—less one-third or 22%. The rest being on level ground, more must be allows 
ed ; hat, by their owa account, they do not travel- more, even on a plain, than & or 6 cos, which 
sey call 8 miles. Chaprang will then be-found 212 miles to the north of-Chounsah, and, by the 
same rackonivg, Gara will be 240 miles to the-norsh of Chaprang, aad about 506 miles N. E. 11. 30st 
or thereabouts, from Bhairamghals. This. is goiog on very uncertain date, but may, with o'herg 
remarks and reutes, contsibuie a trifla to fix some points in ansiitherto little knowa country. 

1 was exceedingly anxious to ob’ain any information respeotiog the Sed/ey ard is sources, and pald& 
wery particulac attention to.all thep.said relating to that river ;-n0 ove was. permitted to spesk-to, ar. 
look at them, and I myself paid strict regard, that no question shoaid be pat.of a nature to suggest. 
to them what.sort of aaswer was desired, aud as évery word they eaid was spontaneous, I have some. 
confidence in this additional: evidence to that river ceming from a covfiderable distance to the esstes 
ward, and behind the Himajaga range. These men, however, could not distinctly say -where thestream- . 
was derived from... | 


Many questions-were put to them relative to their manners and custems on peculiet occastons; OFF - 
_ Marriage, they tell, that the bridegroom boys his wife at a-great expeace, aecording (o hie mean3y> 
and much expenditure is made by bis father-in the ceremony, the father of the bride only farnishing. 
the ornaments of the lady ;. it dues not app:ar. distinctly that much is given to the Lamas or priests,. 
on occasions of watviage, as they do not officiate or attend them, even the sight of a woman being- 
strictly prohibited them. Marriage contracts are eutered into at.ail agea, from childhood upwards, bus, 
the wives -ere not carried away till the age of. 15 or 16... 


‘OF their dead, they say, that-in their village, they throw their dead into-the- river; but-this Is entirelys 
from poverty, for any one who can afford it, at least party burng the body, and them commits it tor 
ihestream. At Cheprang, when avy man of rank {any “‘ sirdar’’) dies, bie body is taken by persons 
appointed for the purpose, and beat.and pounded, bones and all together, and made up iuto balls,, 
which are thus givea to be devoured. by. a very largé species of kites, which are held very sacred, a 
ace kept by the Lamas; they are fed. regularly by persons.(sepoys) -eppoinied by the. Lama, .2 
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what .it was.not cuftomary to approach the facred fhrine with arms:of 
any fort, and that-every one performed this laft- flage. with naked 
feet. As by the general voice -it was allowed, that marauding and 
plynder were common occurrences in this. neighbourhood, I did: not 
deem it-proper or {afe to go totally unarmed ; -but agreed, that only; 
five men fhould be permitted to accompany us ‘thus. accoutred, and 
that [ fhould take my own:gun ;. but that-thefe weapons'of war fhould. 
be thrown afide. before .we got. within fight of. the holy {pot, and de-: 

pofited..in a cave near it, under a guard-* I alfo pledged. myfelf that: 
no ufe fhould. be made of. thefe inftruments, except in‘cafe of “ne- 
cefluy ; nor any life. facrificed either - by the people or myfelf, from- 
the time of our leaving the village. till we returned -to it; moreover,.- 
that I fhoukd aot earry- meat.of any fort, dead: or alive,-along-with - 
me, but feed putely-on -riceand bread. - Theydid not -even fuggett- 
the-putting off my -fhoes at the village, nor could I have done fo; but: 
I promifed to throw them off when entering into the- precings of - 
the.temple, or approaching the holier places, with which they were: 
much pleafed-- All the Hindus, including Ahe -Gorc'has, went from. 
hence’ bare foot - 








they-are-much revered ‘nud‘fexratl “by the peuple, Whowo cot Venture td approach them. Great ex- 
pence is incurred at this ceremony, many thousand rupees being given to the Lamas, with « sort of - 
' gich cap, of much value. The bodies of poorer people are sometimes barned, and sometimes thrown 
into the river. The Lama appears to be held io great respect: those who fail in this regerd, antl 
who vo not administer the.meat.offerings of grain and gheey-are pustihed by the Mantra; by which, 
the offender is. placed under the inflaence of some spelt, and rendered immovenble i iu the position he — 
happens to be ia, and-becories (as they-term it) like stone or earth. - 

All disputes are-settted by the Raja Caron, (Its is. probably ‘called rajafrom be'nz ‘the chief per- - 
son, on another occasion he was called subadar.) A person who kills another with a sword, is fixed 
to four pleces, and’ brande@ with {ran or brass’ {dstruments till he dies; a thief id branded: ia the * 
forehead with aa isco, hit goods are seized by the State, and he is driven froms the ‘coudtry. 


These Bhotias were short stont-men, with features strongly marked with the Tartarian characters; 
high cheek bones, flat nose and face, and small eyes, thecorhers of which turned much ‘upwards, 
They wore their hair very thicR and bisBy, and etdivg: ine long pisited tail, after the mennet of * 
the Chinese. Their colour was coasiderably lighter than that geuerally pelinckel. amongst the hill 
people, being a dirty yellow: theit faces were mach tanned, however, and’ wrinkled. “Their cloathes’ 
consisted of a.gown or. verapper; of coarse brown woollen stuff, with something like- dravers of the- 
stuff, very loose above, but bound very tight around the calf of the leg. The dress, figare, and 
general Appearance, however, was ekcedingly different (rom that of the Pghariat or hit! eet 





. ~ . 
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. ‘For rather more than two os, the road lay chiefly through a wood. 
of large firs; a little above the bed. of. the river, the path was good, 
but here and there interrupted by a bad flep. At this place we af- 
. cended the projedtion of a rock, which clofes up the valley, by.a rude, 

but curioufly conftruted fet of fleps, formed by pins fluck into the 
tock, and beams and ftones laid acrofs them. The channel cf the 
river became deep, dark and narrow, .and the path a mere devious 
fcranmible, over enormous fragments of rock-from above, mingled with - 
broken pieces of trees, interlaced with tangled jungle, till we reached 

x {mail retired {pot, beneath fome fine trees, where ‘a. cool {pring, and 
the pleafantnefs of the place, induce pilgrims in general to halt. The 
river runs below this at 2 depth of about 100 yards, between two walls 
of folid rack, in which it has hollowed itfelf a bed juft -fufficient.to 
contain. it, and of which the breadth at the upper part is nearly the 
fame as below, and in this trough it tumbles over a fucceffion..of {mall 
falls for a.confiderable way. Beyond this, the road is difficult, and 
frequently dangerous, pafling along the face of Scaurs,.in the -beds 
of torrents, acrofs rocks, and over a fucceflion of .broken ground, till 
we reach the top of a wery ugly and dangerous -defcent, which its 
Yuid to be fix cos from the village, and which leads immediately dowa 
upon Bhairamghati, | | 


Ar this point the Bhdgirat’hi is , divided into two branches—that 
which preferves the name, coming from the eaftward; while the other, 
of a fize fully equal, joins it under the name of the Fahnevi, from the 
| north-ealt, Moth thefe rzivers run in chafms, the depth, narrownels, 

and wildnefs of which, it would be far f-om eafy to convey an idea of; 
' between them, a lofty crag, equal in heighth to thofe that tower on ¢i- 
ther fide above the torrents, is thruft like a wedge. Zhe extreme pre- 
_cipitoufnels of all of thefe, the roughnefs of their faces, with the wood 
which grows near their bafes, obitruéted the view, and prevented the 
whole being comprehended at a glance; but the diftant black cliffs, 
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topped with lofty peaks of {now, are difcerned fhutting up the prof. 


pect in-.either of the three ravines, when the clouds for a moment pers 


mit them'to appear. Juft atthe bottom of ube defcent; and iname- 
diately above .the jun@ion -of the. two.-tarrents, .ani: old and crazy 


wooden bridge. is thrown. acrofs the Bhdgisat’hi, from-one:rock to the 


“other many feet above its. ftreem; and it isnot till: this-point ‘is reached, 
' that. the extraordinary. nature.of ‘the place, and: partiqularlyy of the ris 
vers bed, it fully comprehended,' and then is feen the ftream in a itate- 


of dirty foam.twifting violently; aed with:a mighty ‘noife through the -— 


ftrangely-hollowed.trough:of [oid ‘granite, cuteng :it' into shapes .of ; 


every - sont and eating in —_— waves over every obftacle, . 


Tie bed of the SJ ahnevt is atleat equally v aia and fully 4s - 
_ | Savage, but we hid. not equal opportunities for feeing it; the perpen: 

| dicularity.and heighth of the rocky fides is perhaps: greater ‘than that:. 
- of the others; this-river is.faid to have its rife.in a ‘very lofty: mouns - 


tain, called .Rakefur: Stan, fituated ‘in’ thé: dominions:-of China,. and 
which is 15 day’s journey from hence in a diretion nearly -that of its 


apparent courfe from hence, viz. north east by east, I am inclined to 


think it.is ftill more — and bya no means {fo ene: 


Just at the wooden biidge iii there is‘ an: ‘overhangs’ - 
ing rock, under which worfhip is porformed to Bhatramyi, and a black - 
ftone partly ‘painted red, is the image of the God, and here not only. 


were prayers faid and worthip performed, but every one was obliged 
to bathe and eat bread baked by the brahmins, as preparatory to the 
great and effe@ual ablations at. re — 


From this place we afcended the rock ‘between the fireams, by a 
path more curious and dangerois than any we maa met t with. The 
* : : oT ‘Ly a a 
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rock i too fteep and perpendicular to afford any natural path, and 
the chief part is therefore artificially conftru@ed in a manner before 
alluded to, by placing beams of wood and ftones upon ftrong timbers 
driven into the fiffures of the rock ; thus forming a ‘hanging flight of 
imperfe& fteps over the fearful gulf belows and as this fometimes 
has fuffered from age or weather, and as fometimes the means of at- 


_ «taching it to the rock were {canty, or altogether awaiting the means of 


paffing are as frequently fo infuficient and hazardous, as to ftrike 
- dread into thofe not much accuftomed ‘to fuch travelling—at times a 
| leap is neceffary to reach the next {ure faoung while the precipice and 
torrent gapes below; at others, all the fupport that prefents itfelf to 
fave you from this fall, is'a ledge of the rock not three inches broad, 
with a flight bamboo, hung from fame root above to take hold of. 
By this unpleafant path, we reached a {pot on the fir ledge of the 
mountain where in a thick groye of fir trees, a {mall temple js placed 
to Bhairamjt.. It is a plain white building ere€ted by Amee Sinn 
T’Happa, who gave a fum af money ta be laid out on repairs of the 
road and places of worfhip here and at Gungotri. Having paid ouc 
ref{pedts to this deity, we continued oyr road along the right bank of 
the river, by a path equally bad as that of one afcent, and fill grady- 
ally afcending among fragments of rock and wood, which made our 
| — a and — 


THREE COs of this defcription of path broyght us oppofite the dee 
bouche of a confiderable ftream called Mzani-cz-G'had, which tumbles 
down a deep ravine, through the opening of which is {een the fnowy- 
range of Miéni, with the extenfive bofom of fnow that feeds the 
fiream. Juft below this, we had a view ofa very fingular and lofty 
peak cles Rudry Himala Ramm, a prodigious {pire of bare rock, the 


@teoe- 


* Mini, we obtained bearings, both upwards and downwards of the 
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rivers courfe, and for the firft time the fcite of Gungotrf, with the 
{pot where the river arifes, was pointed out by the pundit; this lat 
was nearly dire@ly.calt. The path now became very laborious and 
our progre{s very painfull. One cos from Gurgoirf, and twa from 
Midni-ci-G’had, we reached a {pot called Patangni, which is noted .as 
that where the five brothers, commonly called the Pénduwén, Buim 


Sinn, Arjun, YUDHISHT’HIR, SAHADEO, and Nacuta, remained for 


twelve years worfhipping MaHapso, after his retreat from Lanca. 
After that period they. left this. place and afcended Swergdrohin), a 
peak of the facred hill whence the Ganges flows: there four of the 
brothers died, and their immortal parts afcended to heaven; but 
‘Yudhifpthir, without tafting the bitternefs of death; or quitting his 
earthly tenement was aflumed body and all. Within a gun fhot of 
Gangotri, the Cedar Ganga a rapid and confiderable ftream, faid to have 
its rife in the Cédér mountain 12 ¢os diftant, debouches into the Bhagt- 
yat'hi, and the place of confluence called Gauri Cunda is “holy, and 
ferves as a further preparatory ablution ‘ere Gangotré be approached, 


Tye fpot which bears the name of Gangotri, is hid from view by 
the roughnefs of the ground, and the maffes of fallen rock: fo that it 
cannot be feen till clofe upon it, .The hills which form the river's bed, 
_ and which the whole way from Bhairamghat'i are exceedingly precipi- 
| tous and clofe, here recede a little; and without lofing any thing of 
their favage grandeur, admit fomewhat of a lefs confined view, and 


more of the light of day. Juft above the debouche of the Cédér 


Ganga, the bed widens into a {mall fhringly fpace, in which the river 
rolls with great rapidity, changing its courfe as the floods direct it. 
At the gorge of this {pace, q bridge is thrown acrofs, formed of two 


_ parts, the interior ends of the beams refting on a large rock in the cen. - 


ter; and juft above this bridge, in a bay formed in this itringly {pace, 


js fituated the {mall temple or Mat, dedicated to the goddels Ganga or 
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‘Bua'crrat'ni. In former days, there was no temple made with hands 
for her worfhip; but within thefe few years, as has been obferved 
above, the piety of Awsr Sina T’aarra, chief of the Gorchs conquers 


ors, provided a fum of money (from 4 to ° §90 rupees) fer the erection 
of this fmall building. 


_ Tur temple now built, is fituated about 15 feet above the ftream and 
precifely on the facred rock on which it is faid Bhagira'th ufed tokneel, 
worfhipping Maha Deo; it is a {mall building of a {quare fhape from 

16 to 90 feet high, much in the ufual form -of pagodas, rounding in — 
towards the top ; it is very plain, painted white with {mall dull red 
mouldings, and furmounted with the ufual round and {colloped orna- 
ments of fuch places; from the eaftern face of the {quare which is 
turned nearly to the facred fource, there is a {mall projection covered 
‘witha ftone pent houfe roof, and in the eaftern end of this, is fituated 
the entrance to the pagoda; and juft before this entrance there is 
placeda {mall pagoda fhaped temple to Bhairamj:. The whole is 
placed in a fmall enclofure, furrounded by a wall built of unhewn 
{tone and lime, within which alfo there is a comfortable but {mall 
‘houfe built for the accommodation of the brahmins who come to 
‘ officiate, Without the enclofure are two or three fheds conttru&ed 
“of wood, called Dharm Sélas (or charity houfes) -built for the ace ° 
commodation of Pilgrims who refort here; and there are many caves 
‘all around, formed by overhanging ftones, which yield a fhelter to 
thofe who cannot find room in the theds. 


Tus {cene in which this holy place is fituated, is worthy of the my{- 
_ terious fanétity attributed to it, and the reverence with which it is re- 
" ‘garded. There is not here the confined gloomynefs of Bhatramgh it’s 
‘the bare and peaked cliffs that 1ife to the tky, yield not in ruggedocis 
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or heighth to any we. haye f{een, their ruins lie in wild c heotic maffes 
at their. feet, more fcanty wood relieves their nakednefs; ; even the dark 
hive more rarely roots itfelf in the deep chafims which time has’ worn, 
Thus on all fides is the profpect clofed, fave in front te the eaft; 
‘where from behind a mafs of bare rocky {pires, four huge lofty fhowy 

peaks.arife, Thefe are the peaks of Rudra’ Himdla. = 


‘Tar firft and moft natural objet of enquiry, after ‘cafting a glance 
“over the general landfcape, is to afcertain whence ‘the river {prings. 
‘Here, as at Famnitri, we were told, that rio mortal has, or can go fur. 
ther in its bed towards its fource, than this {pet and this difficulty is 
indeed fufficiently apparent. 1 made a trial to gain a paint about 
twelve furlongs off, beyond the temple, for the purpefe of obferving 
*the courfe of the river, and of feeing Gangotri in another point of view ; 
‘but having, with confiderable difficulty, made my way for fome dif- 
‘tance over the unfteady fragments, at the rik of being precipitated 
into the ftream, I was forced to turn back; beyond that point, the 
precipices-defcend more abruptly to the water's edge: and, in all pro~ 
ability, it-would be nearly impoflible te make way along their faces. 
xCroffing the ftream, to take advantage of the eafier places that may oc- 
‘cur on either fide, is out of the queftion: it is t00 farge and rapid ;<» 
and climbing higher up the mountain fide is equally fo, for the crags 
- ancreafe-in ruggednefs and fteepnefs ull they end in fnow. It may be, - 
that enterprifing perfons remaining at this {pot for feveral days or 
weeks, might explore er form a path towards the fource, for time end 
patient perfeverance can do much, and has in faét, formed the path 
‘hither ; but I am convinced not only of the difficulty of. the thing it. 
felf, but that it would not be eafy to overcome the reluctance of the 
_ Fnll people to afcend, whofe affiftance would be fo neceflary to ftran« 
gers, and whom faperitition and religious prejudice have hitherte 


eye below, 
im 
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THE ie is deferibed : as about 5° miles horizontal diftance from- 
the temple, in a dire&ion, nearly S. E. 85; ; and it ls, in all probability, | 
chiefly fupplied by the melting of the great bofom of. fnow that ter- 
‘mginates the valley,, and. lies between the peaks of the mountain {poken 
of above. This mauntain, reckoned the loftieft and largelt of the. 
iInowy range in this quarter, and probably yielding to none in the: 
‘whole Aiméla, obtains.the name of Rudra Himdla, and is Suppofed. ta. 
-be the throne or.refidence of Mana pgo,himfeif.-. It has five principal. 
peaks called *Rudra Himala, Brahmépuri, Vifhrupuri, Udgari Cantq, 
and Swergarahini. . Thefe form a fort of femicircular hollow, of very 
confiderable extent, which. is filled with eternal. fnow; from.. 
which, and fram. the various. ravines of. this, hollow, the prin- 
cipal part of the ftream flows.. Probably there may be.{maller hol- 
lows to the. right above Gangotri, which fupply-a. partion. Such 
is the amount of-the pundits account, and.I -believe it-to be con. 
fiftent with truth,.for the following, reafons.. Our afcent from the vil- 
lage of Suc’hs, which is itfel€ high among the hills, has. been great, and 
from Duréli, rapid; fo mich fo as.to leave no doubt. that this {poe 
is far elevated above the level of the countries beyond. the {nowy hills, 

‘indeed. our. perpendicular diftance fromthe {nowy region was very in , 
_ confidefable, and were it not that the heat of :-the place is increafed by - 
the confinement of the funs.rays, and, their reffexiqn from. fo much 


"* rock; it is.probable that fnow,would continug lying |here continually. 


The cold confequently.is great here atnight. _ The river Setle] certainly 
comes through she, Hima/a range; but when we were upon its banks, _ 
and at.a very confiderable diftance within the range of foow, it.was a 
dong days. journey, or probably. equal to 12 miles of regular. gradual - 
afcent from the. river to’ the region of {now,,and the heat both nightand . 
. day. was intolerable; nay.at Sera@n, 3 miles above its bed.the,cold was 





® It alfo bears the name of Paach Parbat, from ice five peaks, and Samcrs Farbat, which muf rot be 
segpfonnded with that {pringing (rom Benderpach’y and fom:tince the gencisl appellativm of Cailds is given, - 
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inconfiderable: It mutt then be allowed that the difference of. altitude 
indicated by thefe circumftances is a ftrong- prefumptive proof that 
the Bhagirat’hi does not come through.the {nowy ‘range, but -rifes im 
them. .. | 


_ I it does not come through the Himalaya, its courfe cannot be’ fat - 
from hence. The fnowy peaks extend to no great breadth; they ges 
nerally. confift of one lofty ridge cut into high peaks and deep ravines, 
and project feveral-equally irregular ridges en-either fide towards at 
north.eaft and fouth weft; thefe inferiour. ridges. are never equal in 
heighth to.the parent mountain, but: neverthelefs at ‘times fheot. up 
_maffes of great magnitude, whence in their turn diverge other moune 
tains that either themfelves or by their tranches. reach the plain... 


Tus breadth of the mountainows.-region may. probably~occupy a 
. {pace of from eighty to one hundred-miles: the grounds for fuppos — 
fing this to be the extent of shat {pace, .are.not only. our own obfervas | 
tion, but the information: we have.received from different and “intellia 
gent perfons, relative ‘o routes. through the paffes.* Thus reafoning 
from probabilities, obfervation:and information, Rudra Himéla is at 
leaft removed to the center.of the {nowy range, and it is fair to cons 
clude that the land, mountainous and elevated as it is, rather falls than 
rifes.to the north and north eaft of this mountain. This. is confirmed 
by ‘the pundit, and thofé zemindars who have been accuftomed to view 
the country from lofty fituations on either fide of the glen of the 
Bhagirat’hi. ‘No one feemed in the leait’ to doubt the fa&t, that the 
river bad its rife in the aforefaid hollow of {now; and fome went ‘fo 
far as to affert that, when climbing in fearch of ftray fheep, they had. 
feen the glen of the river ending thus, and-cculd difcern the deep ra- | 


a wl 
‘@ Jathe Niti Mana pals, after peffivg Badavizath which is about the center of elevation, that is ta hyg.- 
the higheft clevatcd fpot cn that toad). ‘the pleinsare reached in three days, 





-® 


#18 ACCOUNT ov A JOURNEY vo res Sonnons or ran 


vine through which it trickles down in‘o its bed fromthe fnowy bafon= 

and further declare that no yery confiderable ftream appeared to join 

it from any other quarter. The road before adverted to, by which the 

Bifcher men go to Cedar for falt, preceeding behind this mountain was 

quoted by the pundit as a proof, that the river did not come from a 

greater diftance, and he mentioned feveral.corroborating accounts 
given by Bhotias, who had travelled much in this.quarier. 


To all this may be added, that the ftream of the Bhdgtra’’hi, though 
Jarge and rapid, 1s perhaps not greater than may be accounted for by 
the large mafs of faow that fupplies it, ated on by rain and {nu, 
&t a time of year when both have greateft effe&; and that few — 
ftreams of any confequence join it above the F'ahnevi ; the Shewri- 
Gad'h, the Midni Gad’h, the Bougt Gad’h and the Cédar Ganga, betng the 
Only ones from the fouth eaft, while from-the north weft side, not a 
single ftream larger than a mere rill, falls into it ; all of which renders 
it probable, that few if any nzliaks unite with the river above Gange- 
tr, and that it really is formed as above defcribed, © 


ir has been faid, thatthe appearance of the bed of the river and 
hills clofing up our view confirmed the information we received. 
About two furlongs beyond Gangoiri, a point on the left from the 
northward fhuts out the immediate view of the ftream; beyond this, 
probably about one mile, (or lefs of horizontal diftance) a point from 
the fouthward firetches down behind the former, hiding a larger and 
higher portion of the bed and fides; beyond this the courfe is to all 
appearance ftraight fora confiderable way to the fouthward of eaft, 
and a very rough craggy ridge fhooting into fharp points forms the 
eaftern bank, and ends in a point, round which the river again appears 
to turn, and which iftretches down from Swergar ohini, 
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- Swercdsonit is the neareft of the five peaks, and. forms the 
weitern: point of the great {nowy hollow.. Rudra :Hindla forms the 
eaftern point: but. from it.a great. fhoulder.runs:.down to the fouth _ 
weftward, . that as:far as we Could judge gives off, or ends in the moun- 

tains we are furrounded with, and forms.a great.unbroken though un- 

equal fnowy ridge, shat bounds. and confines the. glen of the. Bhdgjs 
rat hi... 


Taxother peaks. mentioned above form different’ points in the back 
of this immenfe hollow,.and all together compofe one-of the moft ros 
mantic. as well as. large{t mountains,. perhaps in the world. The 
above difcuffion and explanation. miy feém -tedious and exceffive ; 
but when the object is to throw. every poffible light on even the res . 
motelt, and leaft important part, of the courfe of this venerable river, 
tediou{nefs may perhaps be.pardoned. :. 


Tar old popular idea, that the- Ganges iffues from a rock like:a cow’$ 
mouth, (Gee Mtk'h}-did.not fail to-occur to:me, and: enquiries were 
made into the.origin of this fable... When it was.mentioned, the .pun- | 
dit laughed‘and obfetved, that moft-of thofe pilgrims who came from | 
the plains put thé fame-queftion in féveral fhapes sone afking ‘whether 
it-did not-take: its rife from the leaves of .a facred -birch,:( Bhojpatr ry 
others: from.- its; roots: -and “others - again -fuppofing,: that the | 
ftream:-really:and vifibly came down from heaven. : But he gravely a‘ 

~ fured.us that-no fich thing. -happened,-and: that the river, in truth, 
came from the {now as above-mentioned: . He’ then gave the account 
above- detailed,’ adding, that it: was:the true one given in-the Sé/lras; 
and that.he was convinced: of its-correGnefs not only for-.that reafon, 
but. (fhewing. the.land{cape before us, and pointing to’ the five peaks, 
asin evidence of what le-advanced,} becaufe, .as might be feen, it 
eanid not-well be otherwife.-: 

LN 
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So far as the people of the place—pundit, brahmins, and zemindars 
were queftioned, merely.about their own diftrict and the places cont- 
guous, their anfwers were diftin& and prempt, with-every appearance 
ot being correét to the beft oftheir apprehenfion, iBut when any ate 
tempt was made to-carry :them further abroad, orto collect-any thing 
of the topography of the country beyond. this great range, they failed 
altogether: either at once faying they. knew nothing about the matter, 
or giving improbable inconfiftent accounts. Some of them -aflerted, 
that there was a plain and well: cultivated. country at no greater dif- 
tance than 12 cos (horizontal diftance) from: the other -fide of Rudra 
Himdéla ; but, from the nature of the country it-was not polhble te 
yeach it, except by a very circuitous route. . But.whether they alluded 
to the great plains:of *Zartary, or to fome intervening -valley, it was 
ampoffible to difcover. :‘They. however afferted, that. it ‘might be feen | 
from fome of the high peaks in the neighbourhood, which I mutt be- 
dieve to be falfe, or.at beft very doubtful: as I think there cannot be 
any means of afcending -a point high. Senge: to afford fuch a view 
from apy place. near this {fpot. 


From the:time.we enteréd'the- bed of the river above “Suché one 
-Lpecies of {tone has chiefly predominated. A hard white ftone per- 
‘vaded more or lefs with black {pots, ftreaks and tars,.and frequently 
with mica; the ftruQure is remarkable, and though the colour, the 
»compolition, and proportion of the ingredients vary, fill itus. quite the 
fame ftone : I am much inclined to believe itis-a fort of granite.t It is 
“amuch like that ftone firft met with in the Pader’s bed, though in general 


* Ir fuch « plain do exit, it cannot well, 1 think, be near the gre. plains on tho N, E, ond &, of the. 
Himélayg, as the rouies we have obtained from mse creditable aothorities, imply the exiftence of a far 
greater extent of hills Areeching even to the foathward of Kesezmw. The plain wae reported, 1 think,-to be 
Mire€tly b-hind the Cé/dr mountain, whieb.is continous with, indeed, a part of Rudra Himéla, end did 
Mot belong to Ge abdl. 


t+ This conj:Qure has becn fince fully juhiGed, at feientifit. men bave pronoenced the {pecimensres be 
fruc granite. : ° 
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whiter; fome pieces are purely fo; ethers {potted, with jet like particles; 
‘others with long black bars, irregularly croffing each other; fome with 
mica in a grey bed; fome with dark black or bluc veins, fome flight! 
ged, fome ycllowifh, and other {pecimens grey. In the. river -bed, 
from Suc’hi to Duras it was found in large rounded irregular maffes, 
but from that village to Gengotri, the whole mafs of the mountains 
' feems to be compofed of ir, and the bed of the river from a. mile or 
‘two below Bhairamghats 1s formed in a folid mafs through which an 
‘irregular trough has been hollowed by the continual ation of the 
‘water, juft broad enough for the ftream to rafh in a fucceffion of falls 
and rapids. Its waters are quite loaded with a quantity of white fhine 
sng fand, which doubtlefé is preduced by the attrition of the ftones 
‘rolled along this channel, and their gradual and conftant action on the 
fides and bottom.of this rock. : | 


‘Tue night we artived, fatigue was-Tufficient to prevent much far- 
ther exertion, and-combined with cold to fufpend the intentions even 
‘of the pious,.and a night's reft under the reof of ene of the Diarom, 
Salas, was very acceptable. 


Tne whole of the next day (the 2oth Jaly;) was occupied by the 
people in bathing in the holy ftream, and the worthy pundit made a 
confiderable harveft from the zeal of the party ; s Indeed, it was a mat- 
ter of ferious confequence and great joy to every one that had thus 
happily reached a place of fuch fuper-eminent fan@ity, where, in fact, 
the aét of ablution is fuppofed .to cleanfe from every fin heretofore 
committed. while the fuppofed difficulty of reaching it is fo great, 
that few but profeffional devotees ever attempt ‘the pilgrimage. It is, 
we. find, cuftomary for thofe who Have loft their father or mother, 
“¢o:fubmit to the operation of fhaving, and the changes this produced | 
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‘on the party, were whimfical: even ‘the muftachios were not {pared ; 


‘one chief means of grace, was frequently walking round the holy tem- 
"ple, and in this eafy mode of obtaining it, it was obferved that the moft 

noted rogues were moft forward—fome were wonderfully inde fatig ax. 
ble. iy | 


‘Tux outfide of the temple has been before defcribed—within, there 


"are three images, one of them, I think, was of Cit’; and the ftene thelf; 
_on which they were placed, was wet and: foiled with the offerings.pre= 


fented: a peculiar and very {trong fmell was pereepteble, but I. knaw:- 
not what it was; the place is, as ufual in Hindg temples, lighted by a: 


lamp which yielded but a fickly gleam—no-daylight had:admitranee—. 
no lign of riches was perceptible, either in the temple or on. the perfom 


of its prieft—no tinfel even glittered on the images, which. were farm- 
ed of black ftone, and were painted. The pundit was a fmart: 


‘Jittle man, cloathed like the refs of, the- hill, peaple in coarfe woole 
len cloth: he wore a red velvet cap upon. his head, which had. been: 
"'prefented' to him by fome pilgrim fromthe low couatry; The truth, 


is, that though the fhrine of Gangotri is the-holieft. of thofe ta be met: 


. with in this facred range, it is the leaft accefitble,. and-confequently has: 





. fewer votaries ;. for thofe coming from the low country choofe rather: 
~ to take a comparatively eafy road, and, praceed to a. more fplendidi - 


and better frequented fhrine, that of, Radarindt’h which. is. thus far bet. 


_ ter endowed, and the officiating, priefis.of which.are in. much better: 


worldly: circumftances;.than.thofe of Gangetri;. The. pundit complaine- 
ed: much of this defalaation, which he faid. was. partly. awing to the: 
flate-of the country, from the Gorc’ha, conquetft : as,. finee that. period: 


. the roads.being. neglected, and no provifion being made for the necefe. 


fary repairs, it: was a matter of. fome. difficulty-to, reach the fhrine in 


% Safety. ; and this being.once known, had. an. immediate: effe& in deters. 


ring even thafe who might el{¢ have attempted the journey. 


ee ee 
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We had now ffaid the full time ye could afford, and had not, in 
:fa&, proyifiane for another day ;- preparations were therefore made for 
eur return, and onthe morning. of July 21ft, we fet off for Durdli, 


“Tue morning was clear andjovely, and the fnowy peaks of Sumeru 
. Par pat Shone-forth in full glory, illuminated by the -rifing fun. Our 
-Toute was the fame as. that .we came by, -Goofeberry ‘bufhes were ae 
~bundant the whole way, but.the fruit was fmall and ‘four. Several 
trees. of cedar were painted out* tous by the brahmins, but they were 
<not abundant ; it appeared the common red cedar, and is called by the 
matives Yhgp: they regard itas very facred. Our Hindi attendants 
-each carried away a litde piece of it given by the. brahmins, | 


| é Fu4ly-22d.—AnouT 12 o'clock we left Durdli, amd reached the vis 
elage of Suc‘at. 


‘July °3d.—Tuk morning was exceedingly foggy, with-much drizs 
azling yain which indeed had fallen the whole night.: we left the village 
,at o'clack, and. defcended to the. river by.afteep ftony path through 
ridges of .cultivation, and crofled. it by a bridge fufpended upon two 
-rocks ; vitis here very rapid,.and enters between banks more confined, 
than oppofite and. above she-village. -From hence.the road leads along 
‘the face of. the eaftern, or left bank, rough, {tony and difficult, climb- 
ing up recks.when ghe paflenger’s.only hold is by roots of trees, and 
*exceedingly uncomfortable from wet. Somewhat below the bridge, we 
‘paffed the debouche of Rindi Gad, which ftream we.croffed, defcends« 
ing from Ch'hayd Canta. 


Ir appears wpon enquiry, that from the time we entered. Gerwwhal, on erofling the Micral nallah nees 
~ Lakhamaxdel, on the fist day’s journey, that-we have travelled entisely io Reavaen till we croffed the pafa 
at Ch’bdydé Canta, when we entered wpper Ti acuaur, which ocesfionally was attached te Reeogex, and fonts 
times formed a diffezent dai, 

10 
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~  Aprgr a mile and' half further-of fimilar-road we reached and: erof= 
‘fed Lotd Gad’h by a wooden bridge; a:ftream- which: has a courfe from. 
Jaundi a {nowy hill, through 5 008 of defatt country; and is large “and. 
rapid, 


Tye rocks here refume their firatiférm appearance: pointing -as bee 
fore to the fouthward, and their ftru&ture Has changed. A’ little fure— 
ther on we crofféd the river again on Lodrnad-ca Sango. Hhere winds 
much, running very rapidly .between the banks which -appreach each. 
other clofé and are very precipitous and rough; the read which at firtt - 
' earried ‘us clambering up and down the precipices with much-toil; now: - 
winds along the foot of one of its banks. : | 


' Jusr below the bridge, there isa very rapid: défcent in the-river’s’. 
Bed, for near a mile, in which {pace though there is no abfelute cafcade 
of any magnitude, yet the declivity:is fo fteep, that the: river tumbles. 
over it the whole way,-with a agile tike loud continued thunder, in a . 
mals ‘of dirty foam: at the cnd- £ this rapid, we again croffed the rivers, - 

to the left bank; by aaa eas “which: is very- long, marrow, and. 4 
ialecuree. 


Tue road from- Ledrnad ta-Séngo, is very painfuk and difficult; lead 
‘tg entirely over the high piled ruins of the roeks above, and much. 
tengled w:t» thorns, while it-rifes and. falls. continually ult we reach 
Dangalo-ca-Sango, on which we croffed the -Bhégtrat’hé for a fourth 
tume to-day. Juft above this-bridge, we faw the debouche of Canaulf 
Khola above, called Gedar. Gad'h, which is, in faét the fame into which, 
the ftreams. from Banfuru Ghat and Sath-krax-Cot'hi flow. A lide be- 
Yow the bridge, and in a {ma]l nuljah, not far above the river's bed, the 
village :Banghels is fituated, and on the left bank a-little further on, a 
Imall village, U% i,.1s {een, and from thence begins the That or diftrid. 
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_ of Cahir. - Two miles further carried us to a nullah called Carmi-ct- 
Gadh, the bed of which-we afcended, to get round a high rock that 
projects into the river’s bed; the afcent was exceedingly toilfome and 
dangerous, its length a mile and a half: another defcent to Efgd Gaa’h, 
"which we croffed with difficulty, and an afcent from its bed, brought 
"us to the village Teér, our refting-place for the night. 


_ Our perambulator, which had accompanied us ‘through the hills, 
Became fo fhattered and crazy at Durdli, that we could make no 
further ufe of it; a confiderable annoyance, as we muft calculate the 


diftance by time, and from point to point: from Suchi to Tear it cane -- 


not be lefs than 16. miles. .- . 


- 64 


Ir-was mentioned, tha* the:men- of -Durgli village were all ‘abfent- 


~ 
~ 


when we arrived theres. it was afcertained indeed, that the obje& of | 
their journeywas. plunder, and to-day we: underfbood, that they had - 


actually fucceeded in-driving away 4.0r 500 fheep and: goats from the 
diftrit of Cataér. .Jult alter crofling.Dangalo Sango,-.we overtook: a 
large party of men, amounting . probably--to--100,. ‘armed. with *axes, 


bows and arrows, who, it appeared,. had come: from-a village’ called ° 


~ Reit’hal, thus accoutered; to way-lay, and ‘rob, the thieves of ‘their boo. | 
ty. Their information-however was too late, and the plunder was-fafe- - 


ly carried of.” When queftioned, they anfwered without the Ieaft hefi-.. 
’ tation, nor affeéted to:conceal: their intentionss- when’ told: that’ ‘fuch - 


mifdeeds would draw on them the vengeance. of government, and Hat - 
‘ probably twenty-or thirty of them would be-hung; they thewed ~‘neie -- 
" ther the affe@tation of (hame or contrition for the offence, nor fear of its ~ 








® Every Pahsriavcarries an axe, called try them Daugra, which is foaall, aad wore ftuck in the ccmerbdnd-..° 


* Jo a manner fimilag to that in which the Goré’has? wear theie Cacriss The Dengra isiike the Cucrf, the 


- weapoa of the foldiers the hufbandmen; or tradefman—ufefal in all cafes, Few of them, had sa/warr; nee . 


asc. aot esigivally a-bill weapor, aad are all imported from the plaiaa,. 
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- punifhment, nor in arty way evineed.a {ents of the juftice or injaftiee 
‘of the confequence pointed out to them, but : coolly: Oe: ‘It IS 


} well, as the Sr rcur fhall: pleafe.” . oe 


Fuly byt morning was chill and cloudy, but many.of the fnowy 
{ummits appeared on the oppofite fide of :he river, with deep ravines 
freaked with {now, defcending from their bofomis, carrying their 
{treams to the river. A few {mall villages are feen near the river, on 
their {kirts—Tedr itfelf is {mall and poor; the houfes are chiefly covers 
ed with grafs ; flate is probably f{carce of a.good. quality, and wood is 
only. ufed to cover the temples. | 


We left the village at half paft 73 juft-beyond it the profpe& down 
the river opens, feveral villages with a good deal.of cultivation .ap- 


* pearing. ‘A various and irregular road, pafling ‘Shewér-ci Gad'h, -and 


through the wretched village of Céfin led us to: Palu, a village . fituate 
on a projecting point high above the river, upon which, .and .in the 
valley, there is much cultivation, “Two miles and a half of a .fmilar 
road, including another,afcent and defcent in croffing Gatu.Gads, 
-carried us to Rett‘has * ~which is a large village and looks more thriving 


.* From the village of Reit*bal, the lower road ftrikes off from Gaxgotri to Cédarwat'h andi Bada>inat’b, 
. The fict day’s journey takes the travel’er to a cave Galled Shealf.cieUdgr, 10 cos, the road js salerably good 


" dn a fouthesly dise€tion—one fteep afcent. 


Second day’s joumnry to Car bkr, 12 cot, courfe foutherly —half afcent, haf defcent, 
Third day’s joumey to, Billang, full 14.£0, direction to the eat—confiderable afcent and Aefcent, bat 


o2d good. 
un Foorth day’s jourcey to.Penva/t Danda, a defart bills eer 10 cesmompuch afcent, but 
ood path. 
Fifth day’s journey Terguzt. Nerain, 9 cos—3 cas level, 6 cos of defcent to the ealward, 
Sixth day’s journey to Gaari Cunda, 7 cos—+feent and defcent to the eaftward, There’is at chie piece 
wm hot {pring, which is Jed chroagh a brafs mouth fixed in the rock, where pilgrims bathe. 
Seventh day’s journey to Cedar, 10 cos—great afcent, but good road, .The temple to Maua’peo is fhid 
to be of confiderable fize ; ficuated very near the {now, upon a {pot of level ground on the mountain, which 
« dty in fo€t, a part of that called Radra Himlaa—a {acred ream called Céli, Ganga, hae its rifle bese, and 
_ joins the Alacdnanda at Rudrapreydg, “Uhere are, at tl is place, eleven Daram Salas for the vfe.of pilgrims. 
. From Cédarnat’h to Bedarinat’h, althovgh the difta: ce horizontally be litle, it requires eight daye to ge ; farce 
” ed marches will do it in fix, three dsys of which are neasly entirely a return backwards ; then an afcent nearly, 
Sts faid, i in dhe fame direCtions The perlee impraCicabilicy -of the country occafiens this necefary detoer. 
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than ufual; it was from hence that the chief part of the robber band | 
we yefterday met, iffued. Several {maller and larger ftreams now, flow 
on cither fide to the Bhégrrat’h!, the names of: which it is of little im- 
portance to mention ; one large one, the ¥a/-Gdéd'h: debouches oppofite 
to Reithal. Purfuing our way, we paft Notarna and Doar, poor {mall 
_ villages, and traverfed feveral fields of. ridged: cultivation, furtheron 
_ we paffed through Gé/ai,-a tolerably neapand larg village, containing 
from 15 to 20 houfes, chiefly thatched with grafs.:- A temple covered 
with wood was alforobfervea, but the Chinefe appearance of ths houfes, 
the lofty towers and enormous projecting: wood:or ftone roofs, are 
wearing faft away and the houfes aflume more of the look of common 
Hinduftanee huts. > Tht -wretched village of Facotla, 1s fomewhat 
more than 2 miles by‘ the road, but: not above: one, of horizontal dif- 
ance from Gufali, and we reached it-eroffing two nullahs by.-a ftony 
rouzh and difagreeable path. ~. — 


Here- we-refted forthe night, and in very miferable accommodati- 
ens;-thefe have been found worfe as we got nearer the low country; 
the boules are dirty, clofer,-and more full of vermin... ° 


Since leaving Teér, our route has led through the diftrict of lower 
facnaur. The mountains in this day's march have loft fill more of 
their rough favage appearance; they flope: occafionally more toward¢ 
their bafes; and are frequently wooded far up: cultivation is more com.’ 
mon, villages more frequent, and the predominating colours ‘of greerr 
and yellow, give a far more cheerfull caft toa country, that however. 
gan only feem lefs wild by-contraft with that we have left. ° . 


July 25--—Tife night was rainy, and the'morning as ufual, cold, wet; 
and-comfortlefs;.and we found that, through fome-miftake of. our 
‘ . 1 PB. "3 
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guides, or our attendant Kisun Sinn, we have taken a wrong road, 
which is confiderably more totlfome than that which leads acrofs the 
river from Zear. Inthe one we were about to enter on, we were in- 
formed that, confiderable obftacles would prefent themfelves from the 
rife of one or two large nullahs, the temporary bridges of which had 
been carried away by the floods. Directions were given to ereét others 
‘for our palfage, but the indolence and natural flownels of thefe pco- 
ple, in the comimon bufinefs of life, is fo great, that we coald place hit- 
tle retiance on their exertions, and we fet of without any certainty of 
reaching Barch2t that nighe, 


Tue manufa€tures of B:feher are remarkably fuperior to thofe of 
Rewaen and Tacnaur both in material and workmanthip; the blankets 
and woollen ftuffs of the former, are frequently of great finenefs, clofe 
in texture and of confiderable beauty, while thofe of the latter are 
coarfe, unfightly and bad; the wool of the former, ts of a finenefs equal 
to fome of our beft Enzlif weol, while the produce of the’ latter 
countries appears to partake of the character of hair, and the thread 
{pun from itis briftly ftubborn, and rather calculated to produce a 
coarfs hair cloth, than any comfortable warm woollen fabrick; the 
reafon of this difference, 1s even lefs explicable than that of others, and 
it is to be feared has its origin only in natural indolence and floth. For 
pafture at all events is equally good in Rewaen as in Bifeher, and one 
breed of fheep would in all probability thrive there as well as anather, 
{ecing that they fucceed perfectly well ina fimilar climate. 


Tue fuperior flate of agriculture was notorious in every diftni@ of 
Bifeher through which we paffed, and cannot entirely, though it may 
in fome meafure, be referred to the more untoward and ‘impradticable 
natyreof the countries now under difcuffion. The koufes.in the for- 
mer are alfo more calculated for comfort in general than thofe of the 
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latter, though this difference is more perceptible, internally than exter- 
nally. 


Tue circumftances in which thefe countries or diftri€ts are placed, 
-though they appear to be pretty familar, differ perhaps in fome points:; 
and it is but fair to {tate them, as it is poffible the difference of character, © 
above remarked, may in fome degree at leaft be referred to them. 


Tue Gore’has have ruled in Gerwha/ fornear twelve years, previous td 
which a fevere conteft had been maintained, which drained the coun- 
try of men and money. They appear to have borne in mind, in their 
fub fequent conduét to this unfortunate State, the trouble it coft them to 
“win it, and ated as if determined to revengeit. Its old families were 
deftroyed; all thofe perfons of rank and importance who were taken, 
were murdered or banifhed; its villages burnt or deftroyed ; and great 
mumbers of its inhabitants were fold as flaves. The remaining part 
were opprefied by heavy taxes: and many voluntary banifhments and 
-emigrations took place, to avoid a tyranny too oppreffive to be borne, 
and too powerful to be withftood. Thus, throughout great part of 
‘Gerwhal, the traveller fees but the ruins of villages, and the traces of 
‘former cultivation now abandoned: while; the inhabitants that remain, 
are, in all probability, the moft ignorant and the loweft; and it may 
‘fairly be prefumed, have funk lower in exertion and mind, from the 
oppreffion they have groaned under, 


Tus Gorc’has have only {ucceeded in fubjeéting the ftate or province 
‘of Bifeher, within thefe 3 or 4 years palit, and its fubjefion was far lefs 
‘complete than that of Gerwhal. The conquerors have had lefs time, lefs 
opportunity, and probably faw that they dared lefs to dcftroy the 
country and villages, or murder and difperfe the mbabitants; the re- 
moter diftridts they fcarce penetrated into, and the certainty we trace 
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through the whole of Bifeher the marks of the Gorcha violence, and 
the proofs of their temporary power in forts and ftrongholds ftill; the 
former are far lefs obvious than in Gerwhal. It may he inferred from 
this, that the ancient {pirit of liberty and-refiftance is. lefs beat down, 
and the mental energies lefs depreffed. in this fcene of recent, and 
fomewhat milder conqueft, than in that of long eftablifhed tyranny.. 


It appears too, that Bzfeher, even in the remoteft parts, has kept up 
a greater and more general commercial intercourfe than its neighbaur- 
ing provinces: the courfe of the Seé/e, pafling through even its wildelt 

diftri€s, and communicating with the plains of Buta on the one hand, 
"and thofe of the Panjab on the other; give facilities far, and encour- 
agements.to trade, not pofleffed by the north weftern parts of Gerwhdl.. 
Many more perfons reach the plains of. Hinduflan from Bufeher, and 
many, merchants frequent it in return. Whilft, except a pilgrim to 
| Famnotri or Gangotri, none ever come or go to the cquatries in which 
thefe are fi:uated, 


At 9 o'clock we left ‘Facolla, detajned till then by heavy rain, and 
marching a very fhort way along the hill face, we defcended for up- 
wards of a mile to the river’s bed, by a very fteep rough and flippery 
2th, which there winds along its bank, following the inflexions of the 
ilream, till we crofled Selcour Gad’h, oppofite which there are three vil- 
Jage one above the other on the other fide, below them a fmall nullah. 
falls into the river. Hence our road ran for a confiderable diftance, 
_ partly along rice cultivation, and partly along fome. flat table land. 
which we now met with, a little elevated above the river bed in the 
hollow of each reach; pafled Fum-cd-Gérh .an old houfe or fort,.. pros 
je&ting into the river on the oppofite fide, formerly a. place. of conf. 
derable fanétity, and where one of the many ablutions prefcribed to: 
the religious. on the way to Gangotri was performed; jult below,. 
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Jum.cé-Gdd'h-empties itfelf into the river; fomewhat farther on, upon 
the road (ftillon the right Gde of the river) we paffed the fall and poor 
village of dnd where we faw fome of ‘the largett peaches, I remember 
feeing either bere or at home ; we reckoned this place at lealt si miles 
from Jacolia, ; 


Tue path ftill leads along the river bank, oecafionally on rice 
grounds and at times through thick, tangled, but {mall jungle to Godrf- 
g4d’h, about 2 miles further on, a deep and rapid ftream which we 
forded with difficulty and purfued our courfe to Réini Gad’h, a large 
and deep torrent much fwelled by the rains. Over this C’Aolla, which 
is fully 9 miles from Facollg, the zemindars had gone to-place a tempo- 
rary bridge. We were detained a full hour, till it was ready, and a 
molt frail fabrick it was when finifhed, confifting of two {mall round 
Ricks extending from the left bank toa large rock in the. middle, from 
which, to the other bank, three fimilar ones tied together gave a. moft 
limber and unfteady mode of tranfit; fuch was the machine.on which 
§0 or 60 perfons, many with heavy fade were to crofs a wild mourtuin 
ftream: by care however, although it bent till the.wood touched the 
flream, we Succeeded tolerably well : the fteadinefs of thefe hill pco- 
ple i in preferving their footing though heavy laden, . in difficult fituati- 
ons, is realy farprizing ; only ove accident happened, but it was a 
fatal one. One unfortumate cooly miffed his ftep from the rea@ion of 
the timber, and fell into the ftream; cre a hand could reach him, he was 
{wallowed up and carried away ina moment to the juntion of the 
nullah, with the river, about 150 yards below, where his head for a 
moment appeared fepara:ed from his load, bu: the foaming current of 
the Bhzgirat’hi here tumbling over Jarce rocks, with great naife, feized 
him and hurried him along with its tremendous,torrent 


‘From the bed of Rint Géd&, by a winding irregular road, we reach- 


td the top of the valley or reach, where Barahkdt is ituated. — At the 
1Q 
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upper, extremity on this (welt) fide, we paffed the temple of Lukbajuru, 

{acred to Siva, and’ another to Durcd. Somewhat further on, onthe 
| oppofite bank, is fituate the village Mandha/, anda very. fhort way be- 
low it Irlot. Barahat is no great diftance below this laft, and is fituat- 
ed on the right or N. W. bank of the river, on @ {mall ftripe of level 
land, which commences at the top of the reach, and Jays at the foot of 
ahigh hill. It is a wretched place, confalting of five or fix poor houf- 
es f{urrounded with filth, and nearly buried in a jungle of nettles, 
thorns, and every rank weed, ‘the produce of a dunghill ; the peo- 
ple Iooked as poor and wretched as the place. | 


TRaDITION, for it may be faid to amount to that, fays, that Barahét 
was a place of note and wealth, containing 50 or 60 fhops in its bazar, 
(a large number for a hill town,) and fituated inthe midft of a rich 
well cultivated country, abounding in corn and cattle of all forts : it 
was alfo a place of much fanctity, and this is the only relique of its 
former felf to be difcerned. Even its temples, however, are ina *mi- 
ferable ftate of dilapidation, though they full abound with brahmins 
| and fugeers. Dat Shari i is facred to ‘Siva—Murli Manur is either the 
name ofa temple or the deity it is facred to; Parseram has his fhrine ; 
and Suc’hi- ca-Mandir (the temple of Suc’ Ht,) contains the fatious Triful 
or trident. There are alfo many holy: pools for ablution, as Surj 
Cund, Brahma Cund, Vifuhernath ; all’ formerly frequented by pil: 
grims on their way to Gangotri, whofe worfhip ‘and adoration there 
was acceptable, i in proportion as they purified’ themfelves by frequent 
‘abliitions, at the facred ftages on their upward way. Still they are fre- 
quented, but by no means as in former days; ; Indeed, the difficulties 
Yhrown inthe way of travellers during the {way of the Gorchas, -_ | 
the deterioration of the roads, have rendered Gangotri’ a place of far 
ld{s refort than formerly. . All thefe. temples, bathing places, and reli- 
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‘gious buildings of every defcription, as well as the town itfelf, now 
prefent a melancholy picture of ruin and decay; even the Dharam - 
S'‘glas, and provifions of charity, have not efcaped. There were fevee 
ral fields and rich {pots of land, attached to the temple of Parasuraw, . 
for the purpote of feeding the pilgrims during their flay here: but 
| they have all either been taken from it, or are laying watfte. - 


} Fuly a a mott uncomfortable night and procuring the 
means of carriage for the baggage with confiderable difficulty, we pro- 
ceeded on our journey, but went in the firft inftance to view the tem- 
ples and places worthy of notice; but in fact little remains to detain 
the traveller, fave the trident, which is ‘farely a curious fpecimen of 
the tafte of the old: time. Its three-fold compofition, the elegance of its 
fhape, and the unknown charaéters, that occupy. much of its fhaft, 
point it out as a fingular obje& of admiration, intereft, and {peculation, 
for by. what means.it came there mutt I fulpe& remain quite an unde- 
cided points This.pillar-has been fo minutely defcribed (I have un- 
derftood,) by Meffrs, Wass and Raper, that it is perfe@ly unneceflary 
to repeat here what they muft have faid. 


_ Ar the turn of the river forming the end of that reach in which 
Barahat is fituated, there is a jshulla or hanging bridge of ropes, over 
which leads the dire road to Srinagar ;. belaw,.the valley becomes 
broader, and ftretches down in a wefterly courfe for feveral miles. _ 


Leavine the 7’hulla on our left, we wound along by a water courfe, 
carried for the purpofe of irrigation from: Barahati-ci.gadh, which we 
croffed and afeended to Barakit/ village, about 2 miles from Barahat. 
It has been a large village and it enjoys a fine profpect over all the 
valley, but upon this, as on the rich cultivation and villages of this 
valiey, the hand of defolation has fallen, and left little but ruins. 


@ A a) 
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Josr about Lakhefré the Bhigtrat'ke Began to alfume fomewhat 
more of the character of a great river, [preading out into a wider Chane 
nel, yet fill rétaining much of the impetuoftry of the mountain torrent, 
and it {weeps in numerous wtadings, through this fine valley which 1s 
from 3 to 4 furlongs broad, and confits chicfly of table land, probably 
the bed it oncé ran in, and is heré and there finely [welled into rifes; all 
is cultivable, and evidently has once been under ullage, and remains 
of villages in Various places evince a once more numerous population; 
ail now is wafke, but green and fmooth, 


Two or three miles from Barakéte, we croffed the Rat’hor céd& 
where we fuffered confiderable detention, while a temporary bridge 
was thrown over : fomewhat further on, {crambling along the river fide, 
we reached a {maller ftream Sinkotr.gad'h, which we forded with much 
difhculty, for it was deep and ftrong. ‘Fhis nullah ends the long reach 
and valley, and we pafied two or three bad fleps, where the banks clof 
for a fhort {pace, before entering on another, about. 2 miles tong, inthe 
midute of which the village D’hénda, is fituated, ona rock overhang: 
ing the wa'er, about 7 miles from Burahét. The sivet flows how in 
a uniform courfe, till it is joined at the bottom of the reach by DAundri- 
gad’h,a large ftream which flows through a vallay apparently rich in 
cultivation. The oppofite fide of the river forms part of Dhundérs pure 
gunnab, and there is much rice and tillage all around. 


At Dhinda village we left the river and afcended the hill behind it, 
firft by a gradual eafy path, along ledges of cultivarion, till we turned 
the edge of the hill, when a facceflaon of pretty fharp afcents and def- 
cents through fr covered hills, carried us to the'village of Pelérd, our 
night's ftage. | 


Tar village of Petdré is not much bettér calculated to accommodate 
travellers, than thofe we have lately pafled through, poor and dirty ; 
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Wat dad asthe: dd gings and fare-wers, wearinefs and hunger made: them 

corp teble. : Our: m:rch-we- reckon at only 12 —_ but'heat and bad 
Toads made ‘it tuilforhe. | 


Sealy ashton! fitaition Of the village i is lofty, and’ the view ‘from ‘it 
wextenfive and beautiful, particularly down the courfe of the Bhagirat’hi : 
we recognife from hence too feveral points, which formed objects of obe 
{fervation in owr courfe up the Fumna, fuch as the peaks of Bugi and 
Marmé. ‘Below, the Gadul Gad'h: flows through a fine valley, and 
joins the Bhggerrat'é! at Dharafe: from whence, the river runs in a long 
.and comparatively: broad valley, weil cultivated and ftudded with nu- 


merous -villages. Beyorid; the eye ftretches to ‘the hills above Athir, 


and even thafe near ee are to be difcerned. 


"Lae fead from the hea to Disrafi is entirely defcent ; ‘this place 
was formerly of foms ‘religious confequence, but now is totally in 
sTuins; it is ‘fituated ona rock, near the confluence of the Gadul Gadh 
with the BMgirat'hi. Jult at the bridge by which we crofs this nuliah, 
there is a ‘temple to BayRaMGuRg, where two jogts, a man and a woman, 
refide, for the’ benefit of pious pilgrims, who ate expected to contris 
_bute to their’ fupport, ‘Rifing from the bed of the ftream, and pro- 
ceeding a mile onwards, we reached Baref'hi village, firuated ona rifing 
‘ground, atthe mppet. end of the valley: a {hort way from hence, 
-there 1s-an ettabl){fhment of Jogis, who refide at :the . temple . of Mans 


GALANATH, where, there are Youmie uncommonly, fine’ aes trees, but | 


the fruit was -hardly ripe. Pag 


. Tyree are feveral villayes on either fide of the tiyer Here: thofe on 


‘he north eaft bank are in Ful pergunnahk ; that -of a come 
-mences On this fide at Gadul Gad h. | 
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From Barethi, our path lay along this fine valley, pleafant andieafy s. 
the river runs.chiefly on the eaftern fide to-the debouch: of the ANagun- 
Gad’h, a pretty copious ftream, from near Marma-cs-Dhar. At this. 
point, two oppofite Dhkars approach and interrupt the range of: the val- 
hey, which, however, continues to the fouth eaftward, till fhut: out by. 


jntervening points from the view, though lefs level and fertile. than, 


‘that we have pafied through. 


Ar this point, we left the Bhagirat’hi entirely: croffing the Nagum nub 
lah, and afcending Faudagang-ci-D’har.::on the face of this hill, we- 
found many trees of the Tejpat, (Laurus Caffia,) tle flavour of which. 
was very good and powerful; it is the fame with that tree, the leaves and 
{kin of the roots of which forms an article of.trade, from Nepal and the 
lower parts of the hills with the lower provinces, and- mentioned. by. 
Colonel Kinxparrick: it was perfeébly wild and feemed telerably- 
abundant. Our afcent. continued, chiefly through wood, occafionally~ 
along a bare hill fide, and now and then along rice.cultixation near {mall 
water courfes paffing feveral villages, and frequently very. fteep and. 
painful till we reached Cveffu-ct-D'hé@r continuous from the weltward: 
with Marma, and fully 43 miles from the place where we left the river,. 
we reckoni: from 105 ta1i from Petara@. The. whole road. was weari-- 
fome and irregular, and this gorge is very highly clevaied,. the. wood. 
towards the. top, befides the common fig, confifts. chiefly. of the long, 
leaved oak, and af pecies of, rhododendron frequently. mentioned be-. 
fore, a very extenfive view is. commanded from hence, but not a.-peak: 
of the fnawy range was vilible; deep.and dark clouds refted op them, 


_ From this gorge a fleep defcent commenced, at firft through deep | 
red foapy fail, and then-in the bed of a ftream called Bel.ci Gédh, 
which rifes inthe pafs. We paffed along foie {canty rice culrvation, 
and though the miferable ruined village of Macrera, and reached that 
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of Bhalu, after a very fatiguing defeent. It is {mall, but tolerably clean, . 
and‘formed our place of lodging for this night. There is nothing wor- 
thy of obfervation here, itis ons of 7 villiges forming the Bhalu divi-- 
fionin-the Foungore diftrict.. 


Fuly «8 —Ar 7 o'clock we left Bhalu, the path. defcending rapidly? 
inthe bedand ftream of the Bel or Bkal Gadh: oppofite the mouth of. 
this nullah; but yet along way off Sow.chola-ci-Iiba, was obferved, a high: 
hill, jaft above the Dun ; the path crofling and. recrofling the ftream, . 
which is large from heavy rain, was painful and unpleafant ; .a little be. 
low, the ftream.is increafed by S:mhalo:c:-Gad'é,. from a. wild.glen in: 
which are fisuated ‘three villages, belonging to Bhafz.divifion. Still: 
further on Mathal Géd@f-alfo joins, and the-wholé, about 2-miles from. 
Bhalu, takes a:wefterly direction, uniting with the Jamli Géd’h,. which: 
comes.in a.wefterly: direQion from Dhanauli ce Dhar. The whole wae- 
ters of the two vallies; at firft under-the name of the Fémli-Gadh, and: 
afterwards called the Aglots Gad'h, flow weftward to the Ftmua.. 


Crossine the end of Macre? ca-Danda, which forms the point: be-- 
tween the Béland Famli-Gadhs, and crofling the latter ftream, we begat 
to afcend_and paffed through litte dirty villages, Dangolo and ‘Bdhimo ;. 
thefe form a part of the Dafyola purgupnab, and. the latter we leat 
, gmiles from Baalus. 


‘Tne hills now were green and rather bare of wood, the heufés had’ 
‘ totally loft all appearance of the Chine/oftyle of building, degenerating: 
into the common poor Hinduft.ins hut. Fhe drefs of the women as, 
well'as the men, had began to change syed at Barahat, where. occafion.. 
ally cotron cloth inftead of blanket and woolen - was. obferved ; here. 
cottoa is the univerfal matertal of drefs, fomstimes coloured.and check. - 
ed, and the cotton fkull cap is in general ule, 
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A STREP and hot afcent led us by the. miferable. village of Géenv, 
from whence the path lay « on the left hand bill fide.to a -rqygh, wopded 
defcent, and the bed of a dry nullah ; hence avery fteep. pig-zag af. 
eent ‘brought us to the top of a heighth whence we. enpy. an extenfive 
view, and trace the whole valley we have croffed, from its rifein Dha- 
nauls, nearly to its debouche ata village called Gerh,. by. the -Fumna, 
where 1 it has changed its name, from the Aghha, to- the Palia-Gadh. 
The range of Marmanci- Dihar forms the . northern | boundary .-of this 
| large valley, {ketching from Fount, and its hills, in .the weftward, by 
Coeff in the eaftward, ‘and forming the Seurt and Dhgnau i-ct-D'hirs, 
and ftretching to the Bhigirat ae this long range, in its courfe.gives off 
‘many fubordinate Dhars, which, form valleys, that find a general outlet 
to the Jumna through the Agloha-Gad'h. 


_f 


.F Rom this ftation we: kept along the face of the hill, for about a mile, 
where turning {harp to the left a fhort but rough defcent brought us to 
the village Belu ; this is a {mall and poor place, but as there are no 
other refting places. between it, and Nagel inthe Deyrak Dun, faid to 
be a diflance of 12 miles, we were forced to content ourfelves with re. 
maining for the night, ahd probably .it was as well to give our weary 
people fome extraordinary reft, as the march for the next shy, to Dy- 
rah, Was ee as a long and fatiguing one. 


Fuly. 29: —We rofe early and goton foot by f fix, to en¢qunter.our. day's 
fatigues. ‘Tue road wound along the Teft. hand fide of the hill gnarocky . 
path formed entirely of lime fione, to the head of a valley one fide * | 
which is formed by the ‘Sowac hola-ci-Tiba ; ; the place is called M ugra.: 
is‘a dark, gloomy, wooded ravine, andin it there j isa ‘perennial {pring « . 
remarkable coldnets:’ it is one and half miles from Blu. From this 
place, a fharp afcent a us to a ae in the creft of Sowac’hola- 
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ei-Tiba: and all the beautiful Dun, and the ftill more lovely and {mil- 
ing plains of Hindujlan, burft full upon our view. 


From hence, we obtained a fhort laft glimpfe of the fnowy hills, and 
of the peak of Benderpuch’h. Haridwar too was f{een, and feveral — | 
points we could not certainly identify. 


Tar latter part of the Gefcent is precipitous and rocky: from the foot 
of the hill, we paffed along the beds of feveral {mall nullahs, which 
are only formed by the heavy rain, and through the thin jungle that 
- covers the rifing grounds at the foot of the hills, till we reached Nagel, 
a {mall village, not far in the plain; from hence the path to Deyra is 
plain and level, through cultivation and mango topes, leaving Kalunga, 
on our left. J regretted much that I could not vifit this place; but 
neither weather nor time permitted; it is indeed too well known to 
need defcription; neither does the town of Deyra require to be defcrib- 
ed, and in fact having only paffed through it, I could give no adequate 
idea of the place. It is about 6 miles from Nugel; the diftance of 
Nagel from Be/u, | cannot fo well determine, but am inclined to confi. 
der it at leaft 7 or 8 miles, fo that our concluding oan was at leaft 
from 12 to 14 miles. 


Tux next morning we left the Dun, which was ehiefly under water, 
by the Kearu pafs, : — —— Saharunxpore on the mught of the goth 





